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Remember that resolution you made last month
to become more involved with your community
and help to bring about some positive change in

your neighborhood? How you were going to
stop complaining about things and actually step
forward and do something about it? Well, now is
your chance. The Annual Homeowners’ Meeting

will be held at the Robert Frost library, 7:00,
Tuesday, February 24th. If you have issues with
situations in the neighborhood that you want to
discuss, please come out and let your voice be

heard. You can just come and speak or come and
listen or run for one of the 4 open Board

positions, join a committee, or just eat cookies,
drink pop,  and heckle the current officers.

And, if that isn’t enough to get you to the
meeting, we have a special treat to entice you.

Mary-Alyce Burleigh, the Mayor of Kirkland
and other city staff members will be at this
meeting to speak and answer questions on

possible future annexation of Kingsgate into
Kirkland. This is something that affects everyone

living in this community so please mark it on
your calendars to be there at 7:00 prompt!
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  Ask Jimmy Dick
   Dear Jimmy

Dick:      My hus-
band keeps tell-
ing me not to
lock the car or
house doors be-
cause we live in
an extremely safe
neighborhood
and I’m just be-
ing paranoid.
But whenever I
sit outside my
neighbor’s  win-
dow eavesdropping while they share their
Thursday morning coffee together, I hear
stories of crime in the neighborhood. Are
they just making these stories up to freak me
out so I move out of the area? Also, what’s
with the Baby Jesus disappearances? Is the
swim team really a secret cult? What do
those little symbols in the letters of ‘ask
jimmy dick’ symbolize? Does anybody else
find them strangely hypnotic? I also noticed
that ‘Ask Jimmy Dick’ is an anagram for ‘M
Jack Is My Kid’ - what does that mean?  Is
this some sort of Michael Jackson reference?
Did anybody else see the flying saucer in
the park last Tuesday night? Are all these
signs somehow related? - Connie Theorist

    Dear Connie: First of all, let me say
this - Billie Jean is not my lover - she’s just a
girl who claims that I am the one, but I swear,
the kid is not my son. My lawyer has asked
me not to comment beyond that. I have my
own suspicions about the swim team being
a cult. I’m sure you’ve noticed that if you
take the first 2 letters of the first and last
names of the swim team committee members
(CaBrJeStKaBa) and scramble them, it comes
out to ‘Secret Jab Dot’ which is the sign the
ancient Zulu witchdoctors wore on their fore-
heads in Africa in the 3rd century. Indeed
those are secret jab dots in the letterhead at
the top of my column, but I swear, I am not or
have never been, a practicing member of the
Jab Dot Cult and was not in any way in-
volved in the flying saucer appearance in
the park last Tuesday night.

As far as the Baby Jesus disappear-
ances, this is disturbing news. The Strum
family has blessed us with their wonderful
nativity scene the last eight years, but this
year will be the last - someone again stole
the baby Jesus and wise men - it happened
two years ago, too. The Todaro family also
had their baby Jesus stolen. It is sad that
neighborhood vandals get their kicks by de-
stroying something that so many others en-

  Highlights from the January Board Meeting
The January 27th Board of Trustees

meeting was held at the Kirchner home. All
board members were present except for Rob
Fountain. Brian Knerr was a late arrival.
Mark and Trish Reubish were guests.

Gerri Kirchner started the meeting by
summarizing the end of 2003 financial pic-
ture which can be found on the next page of
this newsletter.

Doug Sjolund reported that the pool com-
mittee had a meeting last Wednesday. Doug,
Rob Fountain, Gerri, Karen Knerr and
Jeanette Stevens were in attendance. Kathy
Baba has also joined the pool committee
but was not present. The group discussed
plans for the upcoming swim season. One
of their goals is to provide a detailed job
description for the pool staff. Jeanette is
doing some research on other swim clubs
to gather data that she and Karen are using
to put together managerial and lifeguard job
descriptions. One new applicant for Pool
Manager has come forward. Doug doesn’t
know at this time if Karen will be reapply-
ing. The committee and the board will be
conducting interviews this spring with a fi-
nal decision on Pool Manager by March.

Town & Country will start the repair to
the resurface in March. They will be doing
the pool bottom all over again. They are
eating a large portion of the cost – our total
cost will be about $5250. The chlorine sys-
tem is idle right now. The levels will have to
be readjusted again this spring after the re-
surface is complete.

Two windows are broken on the pool
house again. Repairs will be made soon.
There is also the ongoing graffiti issue.

Jim Farmer checked the park during the
storm – no major damage. He did get a call
from a homeowner bordering the park –
branches had fallen on the fence and the
fence is leaning now. It looks like the post
will have to be reset in the spring. Jim had a
talk with Dennis from Barry’s Landscaping.
They discussed the fact that some home-
owners are dumping their yard waste over

their fences into the park for the landscap-
ers to pick up, raising the cost of our land-
scaping charges. There’s also people
dumping their garbage into the park
dumpster. We discussed putting combina-
tion locks on both the front gate and the
dumpster (at least during non-summer
hours). Dennis is also concerned about
some tree branches in the park that are hang-
ing over the pool house.

DeLynn Todaro talked about the Christ-
mas Lighting contest winners – the new
‘winner’ signs seemed to be a big hit. The
Strums had their baby Jesus stolen and so
did the Todaros. Christy Blackard is return-
ing as assistant coach next year – not sure
about Candis as head coach, but likely.

Gerri talked to Kelly Guenser who will be
taking over the Welcoming Committee along
with Terri Ryan. Gerri gave information to
Kelly and Kelly and Terri met Monday night
to plan strategy.

Brian will get attorney letters from Toby
to send out to violators. Brian talked about
the current violations in the neighborhood
and a situation where it looks like a home-
owner is preparing to move a motor home
in. Another homeowner asked and received
architectural approval for a new deck.

Toby has some action items on his list.
He wants to work out the gazebo/pool rental
policy. He needs to talk to a homeowner
who has a truck on the sidewalk and trees
over the sidewalk. Gerri talked to someone
who wants to replace the entrance sign.
Gerri encouraged him to put a plan together.
We still want to wait to see what the county
does to our entrance area when they do their
street widening. We will hold off on any
sign repair  until we see what they will be
doing.

Toby will talk to Carolyn Edmonds about
speed bumps/radar sign possibilities on
140th. Toby was told that the lighting on NE
144th is not a county issue. Toby will con-
tact North Shore Utility to see if they can
help.

Jim Farmer will not be seeking re-elec-
tion to the board in February. Ron, Rob,
and DeLynn will be seeking re-election to
their positions. All interested board appli-
cants are encouraged to come to the Febru-
ary meeting.

The Annual Homeowner’s Meeting will
be held February 24 at Robert Frost. Toby
will find someone to address the meeting
about the possible future annexation of
Kingsgate by the city of Kirkland. The
March meeting will be held on Tuesday the
23rd at the Knerr home at 7:00.jimmy dick  -  newsletter@kingsgate.org

joy. If anyone knows who took these stat-
ues, please urge them to return them to their
owners. We also had a home broken into
and burglarized in the neighborhood re-
cently and reports of stolen cars. But, hav-
ing said this, I truly believe we live in a
wonderful, safe, neighborhood. I would,
however, take your husband’s advice and
lock your doors. No reason to give the van-
dals and aliens unneeded encouragement.
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Notes - 1) Pool increase to pool supplies for chlorine, CO2 tanks and chemical test kit. 2) Additional pool maintenance for plumbing, filtration system,
urinal repair and pool cover repair. 3) *Allocation for additional work needed for pool resurface. 4) Pool doors only partially completed due to extensive
pool resurface work, remaining work carried forward to 2004 budget. 5) Pool house paint purchased - to be used in spring. 6) Park includes work on electrical
around park and gazebo - also gravel and bark maintenance. 7) Other categories remained the same as last year or had slight increases.
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The annual dues amount for the year 2004 is $356, or $89 a quarter.
Your 1st quarter dues should have been paid by January 1st.  Call Gerri
Kirchner (823-1465) if you have any questions regarding your dues.

Jim Farmer, who has served the board for
the last 9 years, will be stepping down from
his position this month. Jim has spent
countless hours helping to keep the park
in the beautiful shape it is in and has been
a huge asset to the board with his overall
knowledge, expertise and unselfish work
ethic. Jim has always been there to lend a
hand when one is needed and I’m sure he
will still be seen volunteering for miscella-
neous projects in the future as he has in
the past. Thanks, Jim, for all your hard work.
Jim’s last official meeting will be the An-
nual Board meeting on February 23rd, so
be sure to come and see him off.

JIM FARMER TO STEP DOWN This year’s Holiday Lighting Contest was
based not just on quantity of lights (although
there were plenty of lights to be seen this  sea-
son as one drove through our streets) - judges
were looking for creativity in design as well.
There were so many great displays to choose
from but the judges finally awarded our fancy
new prize winning signs to the Cluett Family,
the Roger Anderson Family, and the Gifford
family. Honorable mention went to Dan &
Elaine Michel, the Todaros, the Oldenburgers,
and the Thomas Stevens Family. Thanks to all
who made our Kingsgate area so seasonally
beautiful to drive through during the holidays!

I’ve been asked to say something about the dog
poopoo on the sidewalks but what can I say?

Please don’t leave it there (tell your dog, too).

Lynn Sjolund wants anyone who is interested to come to her house on
Sunday, February 29, from 2:00 to 3:00, to help plan the Easter Egg Hunts. If

you can’t make that date, you are required to be at her house on Sunday,
April 4th, at 3:00 to stuff eggs. Please choose one or the other event or both.
Lynn has a big house and can accommodate up to 300 people. I have been

inside her house and in my experience, she does not bite, so even if you
don’t know Lynn, please come over and help.  11912 NE 143rd Place

The Pool Committee is seeking qualified
applicants to serve as Pool Manager for

the 2004 swim season. If you’re interested
or have questions concerning the position,
please call Doug Sjolund or Rob Fountain

or email them at pool@kingsgate.org


