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Homeowners
Association Officers
President
Toby Nixon, 820-6290
Vice President
Brian Knerr, 820-9816
Secretary
Jim Guenser, 821-9567
Treasurer
Gerri Kirchner, 823-1465
Park
Ron Payne, 820-2897
Mark Reubish, 823-3686
Pool
Doug Sjolund, 814-7373
Rob Fountain, 821-6845
Recreation
DeLynn Todaro, 820-8169

Committee Members
Newsletter
Jim Guenser, 821-9567
newsletter@kingsgate.org
Park Scheduling
Friedel Votava, 821-5750
Architectural Committee
Todd Brink, 821-3872
Toby Nixon, 820-6290
Walt Krueger, 821-3242
Welcoming Committee
Kelly Guenser, 821-9567
Laurie Ostrom, 821-4408
Neighborhood Watch
Steve Lindberg, 820-8933

Kingsgate 3 & 4 Web Site URL
http://www.kingsgate.org
email: board@kingsgate.org
talk: talk@kingsgate.org

When:  February 15, 2005
             Tuesday 7:00 P.M.
Where: Robert Frost Library

Annual Meeting
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Come to the Annual Meeting...Come to the Annual Meeting...Come to the Annual

Feb 15th...Tuesday...7:00...Robert Frost Library
The Annual Homeowners’ Meeting will be held on the above night -
all Kingsgate 3&4 homeowners are strongly encouraged to attend.
Lots of stuff to discuss this year, including

replacing two board members! If you are
interested, or know someone who would
like to serve on the Homeowner’s Board,

come and present them or yourself! If you’d
like to volunteer to help out on any of the
committees (even for a few hours once in
awhile) or have an idea for your own committee, come as well. Or
if you just want to come and listen and snack on cookies and see
who your neighbors are, this venue works for you, too.  Lots of
interesting topics to be discussed this year which you can read

more about inside. Come and discuss the 2005 budget, the new
neighborhood casino, the redesign of the entrance at NE 142nd

Place, the Kirkland annexation status, the petty crime going on in
the area, the speeding cars on NE 140th, Easter activities, the new
covenant and rule enforcement system, the RV parking issue, the
upcoming swim team season, the Neighborhood Watch program or

whatever else strikes your personal fancy. See you there!

* There is evidence of cars riding over the lawn in the park leaving deep ruts.*
The park gate was knocked off it’s hinges and found laying on the ground. A
group swinging on the remaining gate denied any knowledge of the incident.*
Cars have been reported seen speeding out of the park late at night.* One of the
braces supporting the gazebo was ripped out. The brace had been attached with
solid 4 inch bolts.* A homeowner’s front patio table was reported stolen. It was a
heavy table with cast iron legs.* People were observed in the pool area, one
inside the fence. When spotted, the intruder climbed over the fence, onto the roof
and down a tree to escape.* Baby Jesus escaped from His manger one night and
was found later in the park. Foul play has not been ruled out.* The gazebo and
pool house have been spray painted and a paint can found tossed into the pool.*
Multiple other objects have been found tossed into the pool including a full
garbage can, a very large boulder and a vodka bottle.* A car was broken into and
work tools were stolen.* A jogger reported seeing kids dragging a large railroad
tie into the park area.* Homeowners reported seeing several kids walking around
their yards in the middle of the night. One homeowner reported that someone tried
to enter their home at 2:00 AM.

******** POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER ********
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FROM THE DESK OF TOBY NIXON - ANNUAL MEETING BUSINESSFROM THE DESK OF TOBY NIXON - ANNUAL MEETING BUSINESSFROM THE DESK OF TOBY NIXON - ANNUAL MEETING BUSINESSFROM THE DESK OF TOBY NIXON - ANNUAL MEETING BUSINESSFROM THE DESK OF TOBY NIXON - ANNUAL MEETING BUSINESS
At our Annual Meeting of Members on February 15, we will be discussing several important items of

business. In addition to the election of three board members, we will also present a new covenant and rule
enforcement system, and discuss the issues of RV parking and a redesign of the entrance at NE 142nd Place.

Board Elections - Our Board of Trustees has nine members who serve staggered three-year terms; each
year, the terms of three of the nine members expire. This year, the terms of Jim Guenser, Gerri Kirchner, and
Doug Sjolund expire. We thank each of them for their years of service.

Gerri serves as our treasurer, and will be seeking another term on the board. Doug, who has been serving
as one of the co-chairs of the pool committee, has many new responsibilities in his business and will not be
seeking another term. Jim has said that he would like to give others in the neighborhood an opportunity to
serve on the board, although he is willing to continue serving as secretary or newsletter editor or both.

We’re therefore actively recruiting for members to run for two positions on the board. Positions are not
tied to particular responsibilities; the board will assign those responsibilities after the election. To run for the
board you simply need to be a homeowner in good standing and have a desire to serve. Nominations will be
taken at the annual meeting. If more than three people are nominated, we will have an election. Every lot
represented at the meeting will have three votes (which must be used to vote for three separate people;
multiple votes for a single candidate are not allowed), and the top three vote-getters will be elected.

Fines for Covenant and Rule Violations - The board has responsibility for enforcement of our covenants and rules. However, the only
enforcement mechanism available, besides pleading for people to be good neighbors, has been to go to court and obtain an injunction.
As you can imagine, that is an expensive and time-consuming process which we have been reluctant to pursue. As a result, several
violations have persisted for some time, and members impacted by the violations are frustrated.

Last year, we discovered a state law (RCW 64.38.020), passed in 1995, which grants to all homeowners associations in the state the
power to enforce covenants and rules by the levying of fines. In order to use this law, the association must adopt a policy that provides
for due process including notice requirements and an opportunity for a hearing, adopt a schedule of reasonable fines, and provide copies
of the schedule and policy to all members in writing.

At the September 21, 2004, meeting of the board, we adopted such a policy and schedule of fines, as an amendment to Article XVII of
the Bylaws. A copy of the policy and schedule is included with this newsletter. We decided to postpone enforcement until after the
Annual Meeting in February to give members an opportunity to review and comment on the policy. We intend to begin using this process
immediately after the Annual Meeting.

Please note that the board will continue its existing practice of making personal visits and phone calls and sending reminder letters to
members in violation of covenants and rules prior to using the fine policy. We hope that it is never necessary to levy fines, but we hope
you will agree that doing so would be preferable to having to go to court to obtain an injunction.

Recreational Vehicle Parking - Our current covenants and rules have an internal conflict that the board needs to resolve, and we are
looking for guidance from you on how best to resolve it. The covenants are absolutely clear that parking of recreational vehicles such as
motor homes, trailers, campers, and boats is not permitted in Kingsgate 3 & 4. The board adopted a bylaw amendment several years ago
which says that we would not enforce this covenant under certain conditions. Specifically, RVs could be parked on lots, so long as they
were parked in an enclosed area of your side or rear yard, not visible from the street, and adjacent neighbors do not object.

But here’s the conflict. Article X Section 9 of the covenants says that no fence may be taller than six feet. Some campers and boats are
shorter than six feet and can be concealed behind a fence, but no motor home or travel trailer is shorter than six feet.

Some of our neighbors have parked RVs on their lots behind fences, but the tops of them are clearly visible above the six-foot fence,
a violation of the parking rule. Others have tried to extend the height of their fences with trellis or otherwise to hide a tall RV, but that
violates the fence rule.

We need to hear what you think about this issue. Should we strictly enforce the fence rule, and not allow fences taller than six feet?
Should we strictly enforce the parking rule, and not allow RVs to be parked that are visible from the street because they’re taller than the
fence? Should we amend the parking rule to allow RVs to be visible from the street so long as nearby neighbors don’t object? Do you have
any other ideas for a resolution?

Entrance at NE 142nd Place - Many of you have noticed that we have a recurring problem with vandalism and trash around the
entrance from 124th Ave. NE at NE 142nd Place. This is at least partly due to the bus stop at that corner which results in people hanging
around the area. Some homeowners have also commented that the black chain and crenulated brick signs are dated, even anachronistic.

One of our homeowners has proposed removing the brick signs, posts, and chain from both the corners and the island in the
intersection, and replacing them with low-maintenance landscaping. The project would include removing and replacing the curbing
around the east end of the island to allow the paving contractor working on the 124th Ave. NE project to pave right up to the island so
that it looks great. A longer-term phase of the project would be to replace the signage with a smaller sign in the island; that would be
designed later and done when funding is available. At the Annual Meeting, we will show some conceptual drawings of the project, and
would very much like to get your feedback.

Neighborhood Watch - Steve Lindberg will be introducing his ideas for a Neighborhood Watch program to help us police our own
neighborhood. He will be looking for volunteers to serve as Block Captains.

PRESIDENT TOBY
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The Easter Bunny will be
hopping through the Kings-
gate neighborhood early this
year. And Barb Oldenburger
will be helping the Easter
Bunny out at the annual egg
hunts. However, before the
egg hunts can happens she
will need your help. So, if
any of you parents will be
having a child or children
participating in the hunts,
please contact her so that
you can help. There will be
a stuffing party at her home
on March 6th at 4:00 PM. The
ages 10-13 hunt will be on
March 25th at 8:30 PM and
the 0-12 years old hunt will
be at 9:00 AM on March 26th.
Please contact Barb Olden-
burger at: 814-0577 or
kb.plus3@verizon.net.

Congrats to this year’s
Holiday Lighting Contests
Winners: the Mullenbergs,
the Strums and the Swere’s.
Honorable mention goes to
the Ryans, the Barrs and the
Thomas Steven’s home. Thanks
to all who helped make the
neighborhood such a bright
and cheery place over those
dark, cold holiday evenings!

We have been
monitoring the
high frequency
of speeding
cars along NE
140th Street
over the last
few months. Mark Reubish
will be inviting represen-
tatives  from the King County
Dept. of Transportation to
the March 22nd Board Meet-
ing to be held at the Foun-
tain home to address the
issues. All homeowners are
invited to attend.

Pool Manager Needed
Before you know
it, the sun will
be back out and
we’ll be ready to
cool off in the
neighborhood pool.
But before we do,
we need to hire a
Pool Manager.
Applications are
now being accepted through
February 15 for this position.
If you’re interested, or have
questions concerning the
position, please call the Pool
Officers or email them at
pool@kingsgate.org.

The annual dues amount for the
2005 year is now $376 a year,
$94 a quarter. Your dues should
have been paid by January 1st.
Call Gerri Kirchner (823-1465)
if you have any questions about
your dues. Better yet, come to
the Annual Meeting on February
15th and find out where and
how your money is being spent!


