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When:  August 19th, 2003
             Tuesday  7:00 P.M.
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              All Homeowners Welcome!
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TTTTThat is the word on the street and in the park. A big turnout is
expected because this year Jimmy Dick
is offering a $1 Million Cash Prize to
the first person who can correctly guess
what number (between 1 and
1,000,000,000) he is thinking of!! This
could be you! And even if you don’t
win, you get to bring a steak (or other
grillable food) and cook it with your
neighbors! And we will provide salads
and desserts and beverages! And do
other silly stuff! Forget the big cash
prize, that is enough reason to come
and join in the fun, right? We’ll see
you September 6th at 6:00September 6th at 6:00September 6th at 6:00September 6th at 6:00September 6th at 6:00 at the park Gazebo. Don’t forget
(like I always do) to bring your plate and utensils.

Delynn Todaro and Jeanette Stevens did a fabulous job running
the swim team this year. Read the season recap on the inside!

Okay, if you still have a copy of this old newsletter lying around, consider
yourself a bona fide old-timer in the neighborhood (and a terrible packrat).

The news staff is looking to gather some old stories from the neighborhood to
share in the next issue. Send in your anecdotes from days gone by!
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jimmy dick  -  newsletter@kingsgate.org

June Board Meeting
Since the last newsletter we’ve had

one Board Meeting and it was back on
June 17th at Jim Farmer’s house. That
was a long time ago and some of that
news is a little stale by now but I’ll give
you some highlights anyway. I actually
wasn’t there myself so this is actually
second hand so Gerri Kirchner might
be making this stuff up for all I know.
But what she told me was this:

Homeowners Scott King and Joan
Eberhardt attended the meeting. Both
had concerns about a problem “Party
House” in the neighborhood that has
been a source of grief for neighbors
with late night/early morning noise,
underage drinking, alleged drug sales
in the park and multiple calls to the
police. Efforts are still being made to
resolve the situation. Toby will be
meeting with our attorney to deal with
ongoing covenant violation issues and
will add this to his discussion agenda.

The Community Garage Sale was a
success. Not a lot of people held sales
but those that did had a lot of activity.

New pool doors are ready to be
installed and plans to paint inside the
pool house are being drawn up. The
Pool Committee has been working
overtime to keep the pool running -
problems with the pump, breaking pool
plaster, leaking water heater, etc.
Awesome work by these guys.

 Zach Payne and a group of
volunteers will be installing blue
reflectors indicating fire hydrants in
Kingsgate 1&2 and Kingsgate 3&4 as
part his Eagle Scout project. The power
washer had to be returned to the repair
shop after having just been there. It
was decided to no longer loan it out to
the public.

We still have ongoing concerns
about trespassing and vandalism in the
park. We have had multiple incidents
in the neighborhood this summer
involving the police. It was again
recommended that it is an appropriate
use of the talk@kingsgate.org site and
the community online alert report
program to publicize these incidents.
Communication about what is going on
in the streets and in the park is an
inexpensive  but useful tool.

And last, but not least, Ron Payne,
who has been serving on the park
committee was elected to fill Jill Kinge’s
open board position. Ron will continue
to work with Jim Farmer on park issues.

  Ask Jimmy Dick
    Dear Jimmy Dick:  We
owe the pool staff a big
THANK YOU for recog-
nizing a problem and tak-
ing the steps to solve it:
Keeping the emergency
gate open, allowing folks,
kids, strollers, & wagons
to come and go as they
pleased was a tragedy wait-
ing to happen. The pool
deck was chaotic - any adventurous neighbor-
hood child had open access to the pool through
the unlocked emergency gate. We must honor
the Pool Staff’s decision to reinstate the pro-
cess of  1) coming in through the pool house
door 2) signing in  3) taking a shower and 4)
finally entering the pool deck. This process was
in place since 1968. It was second nature to two
generations and Kingsgate 3&4 maintained a
wonderful safety record. We even survived can-
nonballs off the diving board (which was once
installed at the ‘deep end’. ) I am relieved, and
pleased, that the 2003 Pool Staff is dedicated to
everyones’ safety. A big HURRAH to them all
and let’s do our best to follow the rules for a
healthy environment. - Donna Schill, a Kings-
gate homeowner, living on the park since 1968.
    Dear Donna: There seems to be a recurring
theme from  residents to get tougher with regards
to enforcing rules in the neighborhood. Another
long time resident also voiced strong concern
about the fact that covenants are not being
strictly enforced. Read on.
   Dear Jimmy Dick: For the Homeowners
Association to be taken seriously or maintain
any credibility or integrity, I think it is of the
utmost importance that the Homeowners
Association, i.e., the Board, enforce the rules.
The rules of the pool are enforced, why aren’t
the boat and trailer rules enforced as well?
Perhaps levying fines on boats and trailers and
other infractions are in order. The rental homes
are a disaster. Overgrown yards covered with
junk and the houses themselves falling down in
disrepair. This situation can no longer be ignored.
It should be addressed now - Fed Up
   Dear Fed: The board members spend many
hours talking to homeowners who are in
violation of the covenants. Lien letters are
routinely sent to violators and in extreme cases,
we pursue legal action. This can be a very
lengthy and costly process. We constantly harp
on covenant violations in the newsletter. I wish
we did have the ability to levy fines to violators
but I think that goes way beyond the board’s
authority. So what do you say, homeowners, do
we increase the budget next year and start giving
a big chunk of our homeowners dues to the
lawyers? Come to the homeowner’s meeting
August 19th and let yourself be heard.

      Dear Jimmy Dick: How come so many
of our children ride their bikes without
helmets? It is very hard to explain to my
children why it is not only important to wear
a helmet, but that it is the law, especially
when they see other kids that don’t wear
them. Do you know that the fire department
will sell you a helmet for your child for $5.00?
Isn’t your child’s safety worth the price you
would pay to take them to McDonalds? And
also, is there something that can be done
about the bad language coming out of the
kids’ mouths at the park? - Burning Ears
   Dear Ears: I think most of that bad
language is coming from the kids who are
falling off their bikes and smashing their
noses and foreheads on the pavement!
Seriously, everybody should be forced to
take a tour of a hospital emergency room for
a day to see all the injuries caused by things
as stupid as not wearing a bike helmet.
Maybe one or two parents will see this and
start enforcing the procedure with their kids.
Who knows, maybe this will indirectly cut
down on the bad language.

We’ve talked many times about annex-
ation into Kirkland to both increase our po-
lice service and reduce property taxes (the
city tax rate is lower than the county). The
problem is that it would cost the city more to
provide services to the Kingsgate area than
they would receive in tax revenue. Under
the state constitution, they can’t charge just
us more property tax to make up the differ-
ence — tax rates have to be uniform through-
out the city — which means that to add
Kingsgate to Kirkland, they’d have to raise
the taxes of everyone in Kirkland. Since most
of the citizens of Kirkland wouldn’t see any
benefit from annexing Kingsgate (except
maybe the benefit of getting zoning control
over areas adjacent to the existing city line,
but that a really slim benefit for an area that’s
already mostly developed), it’s unlikely
they’d support it if all it meant was an in-
crease in their taxes. And so the effort re-
mains stalled. The new Kirkland development
and environmental regulations that are about
to be adopted (strict controls on tree cutting
and stream buffers, among other things)
would reduce support among some property
owners in Kingsgate who don’t want that
additional regulation on how they use their
property. I’m sure there will continue to be a
lot of discussion on this going forward!

THE FOLLOWING IS A RESPONSE
FROM TOBY NIXON TO A RESIDENT

REGARDING THE KINGSGATE /
KIRKLAND ANNEXATION SITUATION



3

RECAP  *  RECAP  *  RECAP  *  RECAP  *  RECAP
What could be more All-American than having Uncle Sam, patriotic music, Cub Scouts and Boys Scouts from the neighborhood

leading us in the pledge and the smell of the BBQ in the background on a perfect summer 4th of July day? Let the parade begin!!!! You
could feel the excitement in the air and the turnout was the largest in years with extended families and friends joining in the fun. Dan
Michel got the day started by blasting patriotic I’m music throughout the park. The Grand Parade was again led by Uncle Sam and the
Brink and Mullenberg lead cars featuring our local cheerleaders. Neighbors from all around came out to see the wonderfully decorated
bikes, trikes, strollers, scooters and pets. The parade seemed to stretch on forever. Back in the park we
enjoyed hamburgers and hotdogs and popcorn along with plenty of liquid refreshments. Special thanks to
the chefs of the day: Doug Sjolund, Jim Farmer, Brian Knerr, Al Kirchner, Bill Todaro with help from John
Mullenberg. I’m not sure who had more fun, the keg monitors or those they gave the beer to. Those who
helped in this area sure seemed happy: Terri Ryan, Laurie Ostrom, Kelly Guenser and Rob Fountain. The
games were a blast because the group of guys running the show know how to have fun. Todd Brink kept
things moving along with help from Jim Guenser, Mark Reubish, Pat Ryan and other volunteers. We had
tons of participants this year with lots of events highlighted as always by the egg and balloon tosses. The
Keg girls did a splendid job of making sure the guys running the game didn’t get parched. This event
takes many hands to make it the blast that it always is. I could not have done it this year without the help of Camie Aitmessaoud. She went
above and beyond the call of duty. Others who helped to make this day possible include: Franny Bronson, Bonnie Farmer, Rita McMahon,
Lynn Sjolund, Jeanette Stevens, Gerri Kirchner, Cathy Procopio, Tammy Wright, Shelly Helsel, Kintha Noll, Candis Brink, Mike Fleming,
Dennis & Denise Cobb, Don & Paulie Burns, Krista & John Donahue, Dan Michel, Steve Wilkins and others that I know I’m forgetting
to mention. Thank you for all your help and hard work! I’m already looking forward to next year’s celebration! DeLynn Todaro

The Monarchs Swim Team had 46 families involved this season with a total of 85 swimmers who worked hard all season. Ten of our
swimmers were in the category of “Mini-Monarchs” (the youngest being age 3) and each learned to swim the entire length of the pool by
year’s end. The regular team season came to an end on Saturday, July 19, with Division “B” Champs at our pool. We are very grateful to
all the homeowners for allowing us to host this event so we can just roll out of bed and head straight to the pool. Coming to the park and
seeing the sea of tents makes you want to race over to concessions for their incredible breakfast. Officially, Buzz and Gail Anderson and
Jim Farmer ended their four years overseeing concessions with a delicious season ending menu. The lucky attendees dined on chicken
Caesar wraps, pigs in blankets, pizza, and of course, potatoes which were baked this season by Christa Donahue and her team. Bonnie
Farmer always made the noodles and Irene Nixon came through with the BBQ pork sandwiches as part of her weekly contribution. Thanks
to all of you for all the wonderful meals that kept our swimmers (and their parents) going strong this season. What a great year we had!
Two pool records were broken during the season. Mark Stevens broke a 25 butterfly stroke record that had been standing since 1976.

Mark amazed all of us and I’m sure himself when he continued to break his own record another three
times during the season. Way to go Mark!!! Katy Noll also broke a record in the 200 freestyle. She
bested the time that had been on the books since 1990 by 3 seconds. Awesome job!!! Both of these
swimmers are off to “A” Champs with several other elite swimmers from the Monarch squad. Many
new families and a lot of Mini Monarchs joined our team this year. It was fun to add a special event for
them at the beginning of each home meet. Nick Aadland and Alex Guenser, who have been on the team
since the 1992 season, closed out their Monarch careers with multiple “A” swims. Both of these young
men served as wonderful role models for the younger swimmers on the team. We were very pleased
that they continued to swim even though their lives are so busy now as they prepare for college. A
special thanks to Kelly Guenser for all her years as treasurer for the team. We really appreciate all her
help. A special thanks to all the parents for getting their kids to practices and meets and most of all for
their hours of volunteering. Many people put in long hours behind the scenes to make the swim

season fun and affordable to all. Last, but certainly not least, thanks to the best coaches in Midlakes, Candis Brink, and first year coach,
Christy Blackard, and also, Kathy Baba with the wee ones. Candis invests so much of her time and energy into making these kids better
swimmers and great team players. Her personal involvement with each of these kids is incredible. Christy jumped right in this year and did
a phenomenal job as well. The kids love her and Candis was very thankful for her help. Thanks you all! - DeLynn Todaro & Jeanette Stevens
*****   Late Note - The weekend following “B” champs, thirteen of our team’s swimmers went on to compete at the Federal Way Aquatic
Center in the Midlakes “A” championships.  The “A” championships bring together those swimmers who have qualified to compete
based upon their times with the other 25 teams of swimmers within the Midlakes Swim League. Congratulations to all of our swimmers
for doing a great job at representing our team at “A” champs.  See the list of swimmers who participated in A champs on Page 4.
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The pool staff would like toThe pool staff would like toThe pool staff would like toThe pool staff would like toThe pool staff would like to
give a huge thank you togive a huge thank you togive a huge thank you togive a huge thank you togive a huge thank you to

Doug Sjolund and Rob Foun-Doug Sjolund and Rob Foun-Doug Sjolund and Rob Foun-Doug Sjolund and Rob Foun-Doug Sjolund and Rob Foun-
tain, our pool committeetain, our pool committeetain, our pool committeetain, our pool committeetain, our pool committee

board members. They haveboard members. They haveboard members. They haveboard members. They haveboard members. They have
given many hours of volun-given many hours of volun-given many hours of volun-given many hours of volun-given many hours of volun-

teer time this summer toteer time this summer toteer time this summer toteer time this summer toteer time this summer to
maintain our new chlorinemaintain our new chlorinemaintain our new chlorinemaintain our new chlorinemaintain our new chlorine

system. We greatly appreci-system. We greatly appreci-system. We greatly appreci-system. We greatly appreci-system. We greatly appreci-
ate their time and dedicationate their time and dedicationate their time and dedicationate their time and dedicationate their time and dedication

to keeping our pool waterto keeping our pool waterto keeping our pool waterto keeping our pool waterto keeping our pool water
clear and clean.clear and clean.clear and clean.clear and clean.clear and clean.

Have you noticed the new pop
machine? Chris and Kathleen
Fannin worked hard to haul the
old one away and replace it with
a new working machine. The
machine is on free loan to us
from Pepsi and the Fannins call
in orders when we are running
low. Profits from the pop ma-
chine go to our swim team.
Come to the pool and enjoy an
ice cold soda, juice or bottle of
water. All products are $1.00

FINAL RESULTS - MONARCH SWIMMERS - “A” CHAMPS
Nick Aadland—6th in the Individual Medley, 13th in 50 fly

Anthony Aadland—6th  in the Individual Medley, 5th in the 100 Free
Vanessa Aadland—15th in Medley Relay, 6th in 50 Breast

Josh Baba—6th in 50 back stroke, 6th in 50 fly
Mikal Boyer—4th  in 8 & Under Medley Relay

Sarah Boyer—15th in 14 & Under Medley Relay
Jack Donahue—4th in 8 & Under Medley Relay

Suzanne Magnusson—15th in 14 & Under Medley Relay
Anna Michel—13th in 25 Breast, 12th in 25 Fly

Katie Noll—6th in 200 Free, 16th in 100 Free
Brad Reubish—4th in Medley Relay, 13th in 25 back stroke

Carolyn Stevens—15th in Medley Relay, 8th in 50 fly, 10th in 100-free
Mark Stevens—4th in Medley Relay, 3rd in 25 Breast, 2nd in 25 Fly

SEPTEMBER 6TH 6:00

If you haven’t paid your 3rd quarter
dues yet, you’re over a month late.

Call Gerri (823-1465) if you have ques-
tions regarding your dues status.

Anybody who would like to
be part of a neighborhood
‘Park Watch’ squad that
would patrol through the
park after hours, especially
on weekend nights, please
contact the Park Committee.

STEAK FRY


