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Next Board Meeting 

Day: Tuesday 

Date: August 14, 2007 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Place: At the Pool 

Kirkland, Washington August, 2007 

Another Fun-filled 4th! 
by Gerri Kirchner 

 

T hanks to everyone for doing their part in making this year a great suc-cess. As sometimes happens when planning an event this large there 
can be a few little hitches, like not checking to see if we had anyone to lead 
the Pledge of Allegiance, not enough soda, too much ice cream, faulty wa-
ter balloons and a couple of double purchases (potatoes and spoons). That 
just means that I add these to the list for 
next years coordinator! Still, the Kings-
gate 3 & 4 4th of July Picnic went well. We 
had more than 45 volunteers and plenty 
of food to go around! It appeared that 
everyone enjoyed themselves. I am always 
amazed and grateful that when asked, 
people are so willing to step forward and 
lend a helping hand. Coordinating this 
was very fun because of that! 
Extra thanks to Christa Donahue for 

being the first person to say she would 
help, Candis Brink for getting the ball 
rolling, Irene Nixon for saving the day by 
making a soda run when we ran out half 
way through, Chris Hansson for guarding 
the beer ‘til it was finally empty, DeLynn 
Todaro for her moral support and making 
it all look so easy in previous years, Al 
Kirchner, Bill Todaro and Mark Reubish 
for being the first brave grilling team to 
face the hungry masses, Todd Brink who 
manages to keep 50 kids occupied for 3 
hours, and Rob Fountain who was re-
sponsible for making sure we had pro-
pane for the grill. [And thanks to Gerri for 
stepping up and coordinating the whole 
things — Editor]  I could go on, but I will 
just say kudos! You all deserve a big 
round of applause, both those who 
helped and those who participated. It 
takes both to have a successful event! 
Congratulations to the Raffle winners. The top four were The Collissons 

(Lot 389) $50 Gift Certificate to Pizza Bank; Darla Hartmann (Lot 466) $20 
Gift Certificate to Costco; Alexander Baxter and Marta Marteeny (Lot 528) 
$20 Safeway Fuel Gift Certificate; and The Nolls (Lot 408) $15 iTunes Cer-
tificate. Don’t be discouraged, you all have many years ahead to get on the 
winner list! Best to all and have a Great Summer!  
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The June 20, 2007 Board of Trustees meeting was held at 
the Hartlein’s home. Board members present were Todd 
Brink, Gerri Kirchner, Toby Nixon, Joan Hartlein, Marcel Saleh 
and Cathy Procopio. Guests included Aaron and Susanne 
Herold. Introductions were made and the minutes from the 
last meeting were approved. 
 

Treasurers Report 
 
Gerri reported that we are in good shape. The pool supply 

and maintenance budget is just $80 over last year at this 
time. All three bleachers are being repaired and a lot was 
spent on the pool house reconstruction of the bleachers, but 
the extra boards can be used for other things.  The final bill 
for the electrical work has not yet been received, but it will 
be within budget. Both trash pickup service and water bills 
are higher than last year. A new version of QuickBooks was 
purchased to help with bookkeeping, and we’ve done the 
first “real” payroll of the year.  
The board discussed that traditionally the swim team has 

been responsible for maintenance of the bleachers (paid for 
out of swim team budget). It was decided to cover the cost 
this time, and to discuss the maintenance with the team. 
  

Pool Report 
 
Everything is running great so far. Some electrical work 

still needs to be done. Some fuses were blown by the ice 
cream machine; the plan is to put it on its own circuit to pre-
vent this from happening in the future. Dan Michel will be 
meeting with a contractor on Monday to possibly replace the 
sprinkler controller (with a donated box) and to get a bid for 
the system. All major work is completed, there is only minor 
work left to do. The new park light is wonderful — it was  
suggested that we should get more of the same type. 
 

Park Report 
 
The board reviewed the proposed security patrol contract 

for possible changes. Toby will contact them to ask some 
questions and update the contract. Marcel moved to approve 
the contract with the suggested changes, Gerri seconded. 
The board voted to pass the motion.   
Ron in getting a bid from Barry Landscaping for aeration 

and irrigation of the park lawn.  Marcel reported that he 
completed picnic table painting and repairs. Marcel will also 
check into patching and sealing the basketball court surface. 
Ron talked to the homeowner that volunteered to repair th 

fence by the gazebo; he plans on completing by end of July. 
The board decided that if the work is not completed by then 
we will hire someone to complete the project. 
Based on homeowner feedback, the park committee de-

cided to repair rather than replace the play structure in the 
little kids playground. Aaron will order the parts and it will 
take four to six weeks to get them. The committee has esti-
mated that it will take two days for the project; one for tear 
down, and another for construction. Marcel will seal the 
wood and Aaron will build the platform beforehand. 
Gerri volunteered to  repaint the letters on the entrance 

signs at NE 142nd Place to make them more visible at night. 
The planned project to install posts so that the park drive-

way gates can be locked open so that kids don’t swing on 
them and cause damage will not be completed this year; it is 
on the project list for next year. There has been some pro-
gress on repairing other lights in the park and the gazebo 
outlets, but the final completion date is still unknown. Ron is 
in the process of getting quotations on walkway repairs. 

June Meeting Report 

Marcel is looking into repairs and repainting of the park en-
trance signs. 
 

Newsletter and Website 
 
Toby reported that he has put taken some measures to 

help control spam coming through the various Kingsgate 3 & 
4 email addresses; some board members have already no-
ticed a reduction. The next newsletter will not be put out 
until after the 4th, so Gerri will post signs for the picnic. 
Toby is thinking about changes to the website – specifically; 
adding a covenant complaint form and a new graphic design.  
 

Recreation  
 
The garage sales was advertised on craigslist, but the 

weather was bad so the turnout was not good. Kingsgate 1 & 
2 will be responsible for advertisement next year. Gerri will 
approach 1 &2 to see if they would be will be willing to 
change dates to later in the year, so that the there is a possi-
bility of better weather.  
Gerri put out a call for volunteers to help with the 4th of 

July parade and picnic [see the article on page 1]. DeLynn is 
helping, Todd will run games, and Toby will MC the opening 
ceremonies. Gerri has been recruiting to find a permanent 
chair of the recreation committee, and is hoping for a com-
mitment after the 4th. 
 

Welcoming 
 
Gerri reported that there are a lot of new homes on the 

market. Gerri mentioned that  one has been renting out 
rooms and the renters are playing golf in park. Gerri is con-
cerned about divots; the board will monitor and discuss 
again at the next meeting. 
 

Covenants 
 
Toby said there were no active covenant violations. The 

Architectural Control Committee reviewed and approved 
three projects, including a fence replacement and relocation 
for Peterson (lot 440), a storage shed replacement for Mar-
zano (lot 497), and a fence replacement for Parent (lot 576). 
.  

Old Business 
 
Toby mentioned that the city is having a couple of infor-

mational meetings at the end of June on the proposed an-
nexation. Also, a group has formed within the city to oppose 
annexation. Toby also reminded the committees to review 
the current Homeowners Guide for accuracy and to report 
any updates that are needed. 
 

New Business 
 
Gerri ordered a larger dumpster for the summer ($30 more 

per month) and will try to have them bring a nicer one for 
the winter. The old soft drink machine by dumpster is a 
safety issue and should be removed as soon as possible. 
Aaron and Susanne Herold presented a proposal to the 

board to sell guest memberships. After discussion, it was 
decided that more detail is needed before the board can dis-
cuss further.   
Concerns were discussed regarding lifeguard monitoring 

of people entering and leaving the pool house, and with leav-
ing guest entrance fee money on the desk in the pool office. 
It would be nice to have punch cards for ice cream. 



At the May board meeting, representatives of the King 
County Sheriff’s office and the County Council attended, 
along with more than a dozen homeowners, to discuss con-
tinuing problems with crime in our neighborhood.  
Captain Shawn Ledford and Sergeant Pat Haresak of the 

Sheriff’s Office said that officers from the North precinct in 
Kenmore cover a very large area — from Kenmore to Stevens 
Pass and Snoqualmie Pass — with normally three cars on 
duty at any one time. Because officers can be spread over 
such a wide area, response to 911 calls can be delayed. Nev-
ertheless, Capt. Ledford said that statistics show that crime 
rates in the area are less than many suburban cities.  
Many of the crimes we are experiencing, such as thefts 

from cars, garages, porches, and yards, are crimes of oppor-
tunity that could be avoided my keeping valuable items out 
of sight. Ledford said that he would be happy to come to our 
Annual Meeting to do a presentation on crime prevention. He 
encourages Neighborhood Watch, and said that tips from 
neighbors are very important in solving and deterring such 
crimes; if we can positively identify criminal suspects, the 
sheriff will definitely take action. 
There was extensive discussion regarding three specific 

individuals who have been observed engaging in a variety of 
criminal activities including possession of drugs and alcohol, 
trespassing, vandalism, theft, harassment, and assaults. 
Homeowners expressed a lot of frustration that, despite re-
peated encounters with the law, these individuals seem to 
have escaped any serious repercussions and “get off” again 
and again with warnings. It was noted, however, that recent 
violent crimes, including crimes involving knives and fire-
arms, would likely result in prosecution and jail time.  

The board and homeowners asked what specifically 
needed to be done to enable the sheriff’s office to be able to 
take action against those who trespass in the park either 
after closing or by virtue of having been banned from the 
park for violating rules. Capt. Ledford emphasized the need 
to have signs at all entrances indicating that the park is pri-
vate property, that trespassing was prohibited, and showing 
the park hours. He also said that we should have a letter on 
file indicating who to contact and a commitment from the 
Association to testify when cases go to trial and otherwise 
assist in prosecution.  
Capt. Ledford committed to open a case file and establish 

a “Directed Patrol Mission” for the officers in the North pre-
cinct to focus attention on the three individuals causing the 
most concern. The names, addresses, and descriptions of 
the individuals were provided. 
After the government representatives departed, the board 

and homeowners had further discussion of measures to be 
taken to improve security and safety in the neighborhood. A 
decision was made to engage Puget Sound Security to do 
nightly car and foot security patrols in the park to ensure 
that nobody is in the park after closing; the cost of this ser-
vice is less than $200 per month, which all agreed seemed 
like a bargain.  
The board restated its intention to prosecute Johnny Schill 

for trespassing if he is found in the park, since he is not cur-
rently a resident of Kingsgate 3 & 4. The boar also voted to 
ban Alan Osterhout from the park for six months effective 
immediately for breaking park rules (a repeat occurrence) 
and to fine him $50 per violation for being in the park dur-
ing the ban period.  

Neighborhood Security 

Park Rules 

The Board of Trustees has adopted the following park rules: 
 
1. Park hours are 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. unless a sched-

uled activity has been approved by the Board of Trus-
tees. Unapproved after-hours activities are subject to 
prosecution under trespass laws. 

2. Use of the park is limited to members in good standing, 
their immediate families, and authorized guests. 

3. Organized team practices are not allowed in the park in 
order to keep it open for casual use. 

4. Members are responsible for their families and guests 
while in the park. 

5. No dogs are allowed in the park whether leashed or 
unleashed. No horses or other large animals are allowed 
in the park. 

6. No firearms or other dangerous weapons are allowed in 
the park. 

7. Conduct of a criminal or disorderly nature including abu-
sive language, or conduct that restricts the enjoyment of 
others using the park is prohibited. 

8. The use of hard balls in the park is prohibited. 
9. Climbing is restricted to those items of playground 

equipment which were designed for climbing. 
10. Misuse of the park and playground equipment is not 

permitted. 
11. Motorized vehicles are restricted from the park unless 

authorized by the Board. 
12. Bicycles are restricted to the paved areas of the park. 
13. No fireworks in the park. 
14. The gazebo area can be reserved by members in good 

standing for groups of 75 or less. Call the park sched-
uler to reserve (see the list of phone numbers on the 

back page); if you need to cancel your party, please call 
at least 24 hours in advance. The reserving member 
must be present during the party. Guests must obey 
all of the park rules. Parties may use the baseball field, 
horseshoes, volleyball equipment, and other equipment 
available for checkout from the pool house. Use of the 
pool is not included; regular pool rules and guest fees 
apply (see the Pool Rules). Gazebo users, including those 
who did not formally reserve the area, are expected to 
pick up trash from all areas used by their party, empty 
small trash cans into the dumpster, sweep the gazebo, 
clean the tabletops and benches, and return all bor-
rowed equipment to the lifeguards. Failure to clean 
may result in a $50 cleaning fee payable by the re-
serving member. 

15. No alcohol allowed to minors in the park. 
16. No smoking or other use of tobacco products in the 

park. 
 
Any violation of the rules and regulations submitted in 

writing to the Board of Trustees and signed by one or more 
members may result in the suspension of the violator’s privi-
leges to use park facilities. Violators will be notified of the 
date and time of a hearing.  
 

• First violation: Two week suspension. 

• Second violation: One month suspension. 

• Third and subsequent violations: Six month suspension. 
 
Malicious damage or the destruction of common property 

may also result in suspension plus liability to reimburse the 
Association for damages. 



Third quarter dues 
were due July 1st 

If you haven’t sent yours in, please do it now. 
You must be current on dues to use the park 

and pool. 

Any questions? 
Call Gerri at 823-1465. 

Next dues reminder goes out September 1! 

Looking for part-time landscaping work? 
 

The Park Committee invites Kingsgate 3 & 4 
teenagers who are interested in earning some extra 
money to apply for work on special landscaping 

projects in our common areas. 

 

If you’re interested 
Please call Ron Payne at 820-2897 

or email park@kingsgate.org. 
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Want to save a tree? 
 

Receive your Kingsgate 3 & 4 
Newsletter by email! 

  
If you would prefer to receive your news-

letter electronically rather than in the mail, 
simply email newsletter@kingsgate.org from 
the email address to which you’d like the letter 
sent, specifying your lot number and address. 
W e ’ l l  s u b s c r i b e  y o u  t o  t h e 
news@kingsgate.org email list (if you aren’t 
already a member), and mark your entry in our 
mailing list so that you do not receive a 
printed newsletter. Then, whenever a newslet-
ter is published, you’ll receive it as a PDF at-
tachment. If you ever want to switch back to 
receiving the paper newsletter, just send an-
other email to newsletter@kingsgate.org. 

Remember also that you can read archived 
newsletters on the Association web site at 
h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g s g a t e . o r g / n e w s /
newsindex.htm. 


