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Kirkland, Washington December, 2007 

Holiday Decoration 

Judging to be on  

December 23 
The Annual Kingsgate 3&4 holiday deco-

ration contest is now underway! Many of 

our neighbors already have their homes 

beautifully decorated, with more decora-

tions going up every day. 

The judging this year will be on Sunday 

evening, December 23. Judges this year 

will be last year’s winners: the Stroms (lot 

545), the Sweeres (lot 552), and the An-

dersons (lot 557). 

The judges will select three winners. 

Winners receive gift certificates and signs 

to be posted in their yards recognizing 

their hard work and creativity. Judges can 

also name “honorable mentions”. Watch 

for the signs and in the first newsletter of 

2008 to see who won! 

Kingsgate Highlands Divisions 3 and 4 Homes Association 
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Committee Members 

Kingsgate 

2008 Annual  

Assessment Set 

at $412  
At the October board meeting, the 

Board discussed the 2008 Annual Assess-

ment. The maximum annual assessment 

for 2008 that the board could adopt with-

out a vote of the full membership, based 

on inflation since 1967 of 623.97%, is 

$524.13.  

After reviewing the budget and neces-

sary expenditures for next year, including 

bids for the replacement fence around the 

pool to bring it up to state code for pool 

fences, year-round security patrols, the 

need for improved landscape maintenance 

of the park and other common areas, in-

creases in utilities and other rising costs, 

the board voted to set the 2008 annual 

assessment at $412, or $103 per quarter.  

The budget allocating these assess-

ments to specific expenditures will be 

adopted by the board at its December 

meeting, and presented to the members 

at the annual meeting in February.  

 

Recreation - k3fun (at) kingsgate.org 

(Chair position open) 

 

Architectural - k3acc (at) kingsgate.org 

Aaron Herold, 823-1245 

Brian Knerr, 820-9816 

Toby Nixon, 820-6290 
 

Swim Team - k3swimteam (at) kingsgate.org 

Candis Brink, 821-3872 
 

Pool Manager - k3pool (at) kingsgate.org 

John Mullenberg, 770-7801 
 

Park Committee 

Aaron Herold, 823-1245 
 

Park Scheduling - k3reserve (at) kingsgate.org 

Friedel Votava, 821-5750 
 

Welcoming Committee 

DeLynn Todaro, 820-8169 

Joan Hartlein, 821-6296 
 

Neighborhood Watch 

(Chair position open) 
 

Webmaster - webmaster@kingsgate.org 

Toby Nixon, 820-6290 
 

Newsletter - k3newsletter (at) kingsgate.org 

Toby Nixon, 820-6290 

Next Board Meeting 

Annual Meeting of 

Members on  

February 26 
Mark your calendars! The Annual Meet-

ing of Members of Kingsgate 3&4 will be 

held on Tuesday, February 26, in the fel-

lowship hall at Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church at the corner of NE 140th St and 

116th Ave NE.  

The meeting will include a presentation 

on the Map Your Neighborhood program, 

discussion of the proposal for a major up-

grade of the playground equipment in the 

park, a review of 2007 Association activi-

ties, election of three board members, and 

many other items of interest. Watch for 

the newsletter in late January for a copy of 

the proposed 2008 budget and a more 

detailed agenda. 

Association E-mail 

Addresses Changed 
Most of the email addresses for Associa-

tion officers and committees were 

changed recently. The previous addresses 

were receiving several hundred spam 

emails every day. The new addresses are 

posted on the web site in such a way that 

they should be less likely to be found by 

spammers. We’re sorry for any inconven-

ience this has caused, but the board and 

committee members are really enjoying 

not having to delete hundreds of spam 

emails a day from their inboxes! 



The Association hired Puget Sound Security to make nightly 

patrols of the park throughout the summer, with the result that 

there were fewer instances of loitering, parties, and vandalism. 

Since the patrols were successful, the Association plans to con-

tinue them year-round. 

A new irrigation system controller has been installed and nec-

essary repairs done to sprinkler heads and valves, so the lawn 

should be able to be more regularly watered in future summers. 

The park lawn will be aerated over the winter to improve the 

condition. 

A tree removal service was hired to remove two dead trees 

from the park and a tree at the south park entrance that was 

causing damage to the sidewalk. 

The park committee is seeking bids on repairs to the basketball 

court surface with the expectation of having the court repaired 

before next summer. 

The fence near the gazebo has been repaired with the help of 

the homeowners. The Association paid for the fencing material, 

and the homeowner provided the labor. 

The play structure in the little kids playground was repaired, 

with thanks to Aaron Herold for arranging for the parts and orga-

nizing the work party. 

Grant Beaver repainted the signs at the NE 142nd Place en-

trance from 124th Ave NE to improve visibility at night. Thanks, 

Grant! Marcel Saleh replaced the vandalized Plexiglas on the park 

signs; thanks, Marcel! 

A good graffiti remover has been acquired. If you notice any 

graffiti in the park, please notify the park committee as soon as 

possible so that it can be removed. 

The newsletter ad for neighborhood kids wanting to work has 

been successful. Ron Payne was contacted by several neighbor-

hood kids and has been able to find projects for them to work on 

in the park and other landscaped areas. 

The Association purchased an inflatable outdoor movie screen 

that can be used for movie nights in the park.  

 

Park Manager Proposal 
A proposal was made to the board to hire a park manager simi-

lar to our current pool manager. The park manager would have 

responsibility for all landscape and equipment maintenance in 

the park and other common areas throughout Kingsgate 3&4. 

There is consensus on the board that a higher level of service is 

needed than is currently being received from the contracted 

landscaping company. The 2008 dues level was set at a level to 

accommodate these additional services being obtained either by 

hiring a park manager or contracting out, but no final decision has 

been made on whether a park manager will be employed. The 

park committee is finalizing a detailed job description for the po-

sition that will be discussed at the January board meeting. 

The board appreciates the high level of interest in this key As-

sociation function and the input already received from members, 

and looks forward to a thorough discussion and analysis before 

any final decision is made. 

 

Playground Upgrade Proposal 
This fall, the board has been studying a proposal to signifi-

cantly enhance the playground equipment in the park. 

The proposal includes a consolidation of the “big kids” and 

“little kids” playgrounds into a single play area that would encom-

pass the current “big kids” area, the “big toy”, and the land-

scaped area in-between. The big toy would be retained, but all of 

the equipment in the current big-kids area (the ring toy, swings, 

and dome) would be removed and a much larger play structure 

built that would incorporate all of the types of activities currently 

available in the big kids and little kids play areas.  

The new equipment would meet current ADA accessibility stan-

dards and safety standards, and provide a much greater variety of 

play. The new arrangement would allow parents having children 

that span all age groups to more easily supervise all their kids in a 

single area. The design incorporates additional seating for par-

ents as well. 

The current equipment in the little kids play area would also 

eventually be dismantled and removed, with all of the old equip-

ment possibly being donated to a charitable organization for re-

use if it is salvageable and meets current safety standards.  

The board is currently looking at options for how the proposal 

can be financed, and plans to have a presentation for members at 

the Annual Meeting in February. The board is also studying possi-

ble new uses for the space currently occupied by the little kids 

playground. 

New Architectural Control 

Committee Member 
The Board of Trustees thanks Walt Krueger for his many years 

of service on the Architectural Control Committee and other con-

tributions to our community!  

After Walt’s resignation from the ACC this summer, the Board 

unanimously appointed Aaron Herold to serve on the committee. 

The other ACC members who continue to serve are Brian Knerr 

and Toby Nixon. 

Kirkland Annexation 
The Kirkland City Council has been holding a number of town 

hall meetings throughout the area. Kingsgate 3&4 hosted one of 

these meetings at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church on September 

10, which was well-attended.  

The city council will be taking public comment at their regular 

meeting on Tuesday, December 11, and may make a final “go/no

-go” decision on annexation at their January 15 meeting.  

If you have an opinion on whether or not Kingsgate, Juanita, 

and Finn Hill should become part of the city of Kirkland, now 

would be a great time to contact the council and make your feel-

ings known.  

More information about annexation can be found on the city 

web site at http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/annexation. 

Get Your Newsletter by e-mail! 

To subscribe, visit 

http://lists.kingsgate.org/mailman/listinfo/news 

Park News 



The pool ran smoothly this summer. The filter pump motor 

broke down on one occasion, but was able to be repaired; a back-

up motor was purchased to reduce down time in case of future 

problems. 

The Health Department inspected the pool this summer. While 

we passed all the basic criteria, they noted a few needed correc-

tions, including posting of updated pool rules (which has been 

completed), deficiencies with the surrounding fence (which will 

be replaced in 2008), and missing documentation (which has now 

been provided).  

The bleacher refurbishment is now complete. The committee 

plans to purchase more new furniture next year and will do 

something to take care of pests that get into the pool house in 

the winter. The need for a pool house roof replacement in about 

5-7 years was noted. 

A “pool rest” was purchased for the shallow end of the pool so 

that our shorter patrons don’t need to tread water or hold onto 

the side continuously. 

The pool will hire some guards over the winter to do cleanup. A 

new Pool Manager will be needed for next year since the current 

pool manager, John Mullenberg, will not be available to serve in 

that position again; the committee hopes to have that position 

posted soon. We appreciate John’s years of service! 

The board is studying the potential to provide a wireless hot-

spot at the pool which would also be used to connect to web-

cams for security monitoring. 

 

Proposal for Outside Pool/Park 

Memberships 
A proposal was once again made this summer to allow non-

members of the Association to purchase memberships in the park 

and pool. Several of our neighboring associations sell outside 

memberships as a way to raise additional money to provide park 

and pool services.  

The board studied the pros and cons of the proposal thor-

oughly over several months. A number of concerns were raised, 

including the potential loss of community spirit and sense of own-

ership, possible liability issues, possible requirements to retrofit 

the pool for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act if 

it became a “public accommodation” rather than a private facil-

ity, and insurance costs.  

After a lengthy discussion at the August board meeting, the 

board decided once again to not proceed with outside member-

ships. 

Map Your Neighborhood! 
The Washington State Emergency Management Division is roll-

ing out the Map Your Neighborhood (MYN) program across the 

state, including the Kirkland area.  

MYN is an emergency preparedness program intended to help 

neighbors prepare for disasters, particularly the first 72 hours 

after a major disaster when first responders are likely to be fo-

cused on schools, hospitals, nursing homes, and other priority 

sites. MYN helps you to learn the important steps to take imme-

diately following a disaster, to identify the skills and equipment 

each neighbor has that would be useful in an effective disaster 

response, create a neighborhood map of gas shutoffs and other 

items that need quick response, and to create a contact list that 

helps identify those with specific needs such as elderly, disabled, 

or children who may be at home alone during certain hours of 

the day. The goal is to enable you and your neighbors to work 

together as a team to evaluate your neighborhood during the 

first hour following a disaster and take the necessary actions.  

We will receive a presentation on MYN at the Annual Meeting 

in February and try to identify leaders to MYN on blocks through-

out Kingsgate 3&4 to get things started. If you’d like to “read 

ahead”, visit http://emd.wa.gov/myn. 

Mailbox Stand Destroyed on 

142nd Place 
An Allied Waste garbage truck ran into the mailbox stand in the 

11800 block of NE 142nd Place at the end of October. Allied and 

their insurer immediately agreed to replace it, but we first had to 

re-learn the fact that the post office doesn’t own the mailbox 

stands, and the Association doesn’t own the mailbox stands – the 

homeowners who receive their mail in a particular stand own it 

collectively! Also, we learned that the old-

style “Neighborhood Distribution and 

Collection Box Unit” (NDCBU) mailbox 

stands (with the square doors) are no 

longer approved for use by the Kirkland 

post office, and the newer “Cluster Box 

Unit” (CBU) mailbox stands (with wide 

rectangular doors, and the parcel lockers 

integrated into a single unit) must be 

used (see the photo of a CBU).  

In order to expedite the replacement 

process, Association president Toby Nixon 

volunteered to help the neighbors on NE 

142nd Place find a local source for the new CBU and a contractor 

to install it, and it was all taken care of within a week.  

The newer CBUs are more secure against mail theft and help 

prevent identity theft and financial fraud. Any homeowners who 

are still using the older rural mailbox stands, or even the NDCBU 

units, and don’t want to wait for a garbage truck to run it over 

before replacing it, should feel free to contact Toby for advice on 

how and where to obtain the newer units. A 16-unit CBU, fully 

installed, costs about $1400, which is less than $100 per home-

owner if the cost is divided evenly. 

Serve Your Neighborhood! 
The Association is actively seeking members to help in several 

volunteer roles, including chair of the Recreation Committee, 

chair of Neighborhood Watch, and Newsletter Editor.  

The chair of the Recreation Committee is responsible for find-

ing one or more individuals to chair each activity during the year, 

including the Easter Egg Hunt, the “Spring Fling” (pool opening 

(continued on back page) 

CBU 

Pool News 



Annual and 1st quarter dues 
are due January 1st 

Get a $10 discount for paying 
the full year in advance! 

Any questions? 
Call Gerri at 823-1465. 
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party), the 4th of July Picnic, and the Holiday Decoration Contest, 

as well as any new ideas that might arise.  

The Neighborhood Watch chair is responsible for identifying 

“block captains” throughout the neighborhood to conduct the 

Map Your Neighborhood program (see separate article) and to 

encourage neighbors on each block to report any suspicious ac-

tivity to the police.  

The Newsletter Editor is responsible for collecting and editing 

articles for the newsletter, and also layout, printing, and produc-

tion if you’re willing (but Toby is willing to split those duties if 

you’re just interested in helping with the writing).  

If you are interested in serving in any of these capacities, 

please contact any member of the Board. 

Serve Your Neighborhood, continued from page 3 

Political Party Precinct Caucuses 

on February 9 
As most of you know, 2008 is a presidential election year, and 

the contest is wide open in both political parties.  

Washington State Democrats will allocate their delegates to 

their national convention based on the caucuses that will happen 

on Saturday, February 9; Republicans will allocate about half of 

their national convention delegates based on the caucuses, and 

half based on the president preference primary to be held on 

February 19.  

Those of us who live in Kingsgate 3&4 live in either the “Violet”, 

“Sharon” or “Rexgate” precincts. Watch for notices from the par-

ties in January of the caucus locations, and make time to go. Your 

voice does count! 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 
Year from Your 
Association 
Board Members! 


