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Homeowners
Association Officers
President
Toby Nixon, 820-6290
Vice President
Brian Knerr, 820-9816
Secretary
Jim Guenser, 821-9567
Treasurer
Gerri Kirchner, 823-1465
Park
Ron Payne, 820-2897
Mark Reubish, 823-3686
Pool
Doug Sjolund, 814-7373
Rob Fountain, 821-6845
Recreation
DeLynn Todaro, 820-8169

Committee Members
Pool Committee
Jeanette Stevens, 823-1091
Kathy Baba, 820-5589
Swim Team
DeLynn Todaro, 820-8169
Jeanette Stevens, 823-1091
Candis Brink, 821-3872
Recreation
Lynn Sjolund, 814-7373
Barb Oldenburger, 814-0577
Newsletter
Jim Guenser, 821-9567
newsletter@kingsgate.org
Park Scheduling
Friedel Votava, 821-5750
Architectural Committee
Todd Brink, 821-3872
Toby Nixon, 820-6290
Walt Krueger, 821-3242
Welcoming Committee
Kelly Guenser, 821-9567
Terri Ryan, 476-6686

Kingsgate 3 & 4 Web Site URL
http://www.kingsgate.org
email: board@kingsgate.org

When:  April 27th, 2004
             Tuesday  7:00 P.M.
Where: The Nixon Home
              12113 NE 141st St.
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Ask Jimmy Dick
Dear Jimmy Dick:
I was up at Curves

the other day with my
girlfriend working off a
few pounds before
heading over to Tony’s
Bar & Grill for a burger,
fries, and a few beers. I
noticed on their calen-
dar that May 15 is des-
ignated as ‘National
Advice Columnist Rec-
ognition Day’. I’d never
heard of such a day. Is this for real?

P.S. - I think you are the bomb! - Plumpy
Dear Pleasantly: Yes, this is for real. This

day has been a tradition that was started by
Augustinian monks in the 16th century and has
carried on through the years. Traditionally, vari-
ous baked goods are placed on the doorstep of
the columnist. Money is acceptable as well. Fruit
bread and light beers are frowned upon but any-
thing chocolate is considered to be in fine taste.

Dear Jimmy Dick: I’ve been working the late
shift the last few months and I walk home from
the bus stop to my house near the park. Lately,
when I walk by the park around midnight, I hear
a lot of noise coming from the gazebo area. The
other night I poked my head in to see what was
going on. There were about 5 young teens in
there, drinking beer, smoking something funny
and spray painting the tables. I wanted to do
something but I really didn’t want to get in-
volved. Can’t the board members take turns
sleeping in the park at night to ensure that this
illegal activity is kept in checked? - Swingshifter

jimmy dick  -  newsletter@kingsgate.org

Happenings in the Neighborhood
In the Park In the Pool

In the Coffers

Dear Shifty: Illegal activity and trespassing
has been a problem in our park for many years
but it does seem like it is on an upswing. Resi-
dents who live on the park report that there has
been a lot of late night activity in the gazebo
area. The offenders have left their trail behind
including beer bottles and graffiti.The police
were out last week and cited four boys for illegal
trespassing. The board invited our local deputy
sheriff, Andreas Kattsounis, to attend the most
recent board meeting. Deputy Kattsounis gave
us some pointers in dealing with  these situa-
tions. See Mark Reubish’s summary on his pre-
sentation on Page 3. On your suggestion of
having board members camp overnight in the
park, let me remind you - this is everyone’s com-
munity, not just the board members. The board
members have been taking turns patrolling the
park late at night, but this is something other
adults can randomly do as well. Take a quick
walk through - if you see anything suspicious,
go home and call 911.

Mark Reubish was elected at the Febru-
ary Annual Meeting to take the place of
Jim Farmer who is stepping down. Ron
Payne, Rob Fountain and DeLynn Todaro
were all reelected to their board positions.
Mark will cochair the park committee. One
of his first duties will be to keep a file of
trespassing notices for park violators.

At the Annual Meeting,  Jim Farmer re-
viewed the park improvements that took
place over his time on the board. Goals for
this coming year include fixing park fences
and resurfacing the rest of the walkways.

Park  and Pool cleanup is scheduled for
April 24th. A couple contractors are com-
ing out to bid on fixing the fence posts. We
might be able to do it ourselves during park
cleanup. Ron will check into this. We have
a broken light in the park – Brian will check
with an electrician he knows to maybe take
a look at fixing it. Ron proposed taking
down the old volleyball net in the park. He
will check with Pat Ryan first.

The pool walls are bubbling and so
will be repaired with the rest of the pool
project. This will cost up to an additional
$13,000. Town & Country is working on
the renovation now. The hydro blasting
is complete. They still need to finish the
baby pool. Tiling is the next step followed
by re-plastering. The pool committee met
recently to discuss the future. They ad-
dressed restructuring responsibilities
and job definitions for the pool manager,
senior guard and other guards. They
have written up the job description for
pool manager. They also discussed a re-
vised swim lesson system. Kathy Baba
and Jeanette Stevens have been helping
a lot on the committee. There has been
two applicants for pool manager so far –
Karen Knerr will not be returning. The
new manager will be leading the hiring
of guards. The committee will designate
one member to be the liaison with the
pool manager. Gerri will attend a pool
committee meeting to discuss pool fee
collections.

The board discussed an incident of a
neighborhood juvenile climbing on top
of the pool house and urinating. It was
decided a warning letter would be an ap-
propriate discipline.

The pool is slated to open to the com-
munity on May 28th.

Gerri reviewed the 2003 expenditures
at the annual meeting and discussed the
budget for 2004 in relation to projected
plans. We have currently spent about
$10,000 of our budget which is about
where we should be. John Rogers re-
ported that Evanston, our current liabil-
ity insurer, did not offer to cover the
swim team in their latest proposal. He
and Gerri are looking at alternate solu-
tions. The current coverage expires April
8th. Of the $6000 we pay annually for
pool insurance, $1744 is for swim team
coverage. Suggestions were made that
perhaps the swim team should help sub-
sidize this expense – maybe through
fund-raisers.

Gerri is also looking into the possibil-
ity of securing loans to pay for the pool
repair. A couple homeowners have men-
tioned that they might be willing to give
us loans. It was decided to go ahead and
borrow $10,000 from one homeowner un-
til next February. Gerri also proposed a
possible bare-bones budget as an alter-
nate to going through the loan process.

Other Stuff
Kirkland mayor Mary-Alyce Burliegh

attended the February Annual meeting at
Robert Frost accompanied by City Man-
ager Dave Ramsey. She gave an overview
of the plans to annex Kingsgate, Finn Hill,
and Juanita into Kirkland. The move would
decrease property taxes but would cause
utility costs to increase. Street sweeping
would be provided monthly. Police and fire
department coverage would be better. The
city’s concern is that this area of Kings-
gate has very little business tax base. The
mayor asked those in attendance to come
up with creative ways to make this goal
work. One way was for this area to pay a
higher utility tax for the next 5-10 years.

Mike Blackard and Dave Hopkins
cleaned up the corner lots and side yards
on 141st and 124th. They requested future
participation from interested parties.
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Swim Swim Swim Swim Swim TTTTTeameameameameam
RRRRReeeeegistrgistrgistrgistrgistraaaaationtiontiontiontion
It's time to get signed up

for the swim team!
Candis & Christy will

both be returning to lead
the Monarch swimmers.

We welcome all skill
levels and ages to join -
no experience required.
Stop by to register and
order your team suit.

Bring your calendars, too,
to let them know if you’ll
be unable to attend any

meets.  Signups: April 25
2:00-5:00  at DeLynn

Todaro’s home -
12112 143rd Place.

  Call DeLynn (820-8169)
(idcoolkat@aol.com) or
Jeanette Stevens (823-
1091) if you have any

questions.

Due Dues
Don’t forget - your 2nd
quarter dues were due

April 1st.  Please call
Gerri Kirchner at 823-

1465 if you have any
questions regarding

your dues status.

In response to concerns raised at the annual homeowners meet-
ing, and due to the increasing amount of vandal damage the park is
incurring,  several options are being addressed relative to how we can
get a handle on the situation.

*  A park patrol has been implemented by members of the home-
owners board.  We would like to expand this park patrol to include all
homeowners.  Basically, the premise is that if we heighten visibility in
the park after hours, the offenders will get the message that this is not
the place to come.  So far board members have signed up for various
dates and times to conduct a walk-through of the park.  More info on
this is listed at the bottom of this article.

*  Concerns relative to our rights and responsibilities as homeowners participating in this park
patrol also surfaced.  With this in mind, an officer for the King County Sheriff's department was
invited to attend the last homeowners meeting, held on March 23rd.  Following is a brief synopsis
of his comments:

1.  There are 3 patrol cars assigned 24/7 to our district.  The district they cover encompasses
a relatively large area.  The officer was not using this as an excuse for why some calls may take a
long time to respond to, but rather to show the geographic and time constraints they labor under.
This being said, he indicated that for anything of a violent or assaultive nature, they will respond
in a very short time frame.  5 minutes at the outside was their target response time.  For routine
items, such as we are incurring at our park currently, the response time may take longer due to the
priorities they must establish relative to the seriousness of the incident, and resources to deal
with all of the calls.

2.  He advised that during the course of a park patrol, or any other time that you witness
trespassing, vandalizing, illegal use of the park after hours, etc., the best thing to do is to call 911
and request an officer’s assistance.

3.  If there is something serious occurring, I.E.: drug use, arson, assault, etc., tell the 911
operator exactly what is occurring so that they may get someone on the scene quickly.

4.  Avoid personal conflict whenever possible.  Avoid direct confrontations unless you are
sure the situation is safe, or if you know that the person(s) committing the act are going to leave
before the police arrive.  In other words, use common sense.  We are not the police department.
There are certain instances where, as a citizen and property owner in the association, that you
may use reasonable force to detain someone that you have witnessed committing a crime.  The
key here is REASONABLE force.  A copy of RCW 9A.16.020, which describes use of allowable
force was given to the board members.  It is quite specific in what can be done, and when it can
be done.  For a copy of this, please feel free to email Mark Reubish at the e-mail address listed on
our website.  He will send you back an e-mail with the appropriate document attached.

5.  Report any crimes regardless of whether or not you feel they are significant.  Graffiti, mail
theft, property damage all need to be reported.  This is the only way that the Sheriff's Department
can gather data and build a base of statistics that supports their plea for additional resources in
our area.

6.  If you call the police for people trespassing illegally in the park, ask the officer if you can
sign a trespass warrant.  This means that should the person come back to the park, they will be
arrested regardless of whether they are committing a crime or not.  This is a good way to begin to
keep non-residents out of our community park.  Also, the word will eventually spread to non-
residents that this is not the place to hang out or cause trouble.  A report of the trespass incident
will be maintained by board member Mark Reubish.  The King County Sheriff's office will provide
him with a copy of each signed trespass warrant as they come in.

7.  It is very important to call the police.  The officer, in preparation for the meeting, pulled all
incident reports for our neighborhood for the last year.  There were only 12 reported incidents of
the type that we are trying to prevent in that time frame.  We all know that many more items have
occurred in that timeframe in our neighborhood - we need to report them to the police.

8.  Off duty police officers are available to act as security guards and patrol the park after
official park hours.  This is an option we may consider in the future if necessary.

9.  Minors are not recommended to be part of the park patrol for a number of legal and personal
reasons.

Lastly, this is your park and neighborhood. Please take it upon yourself to participate in the
Park Patrol.  10-15 minutes of your time, whenever available, may save the homeowners associa-
tion a considerable amount of money that could be used for items to enhance our neighborhood,
rather than being used to continually repair damage caused by vandals.  Board member Ron
Payne has offered to coordinate a spreadsheet of times/days when the need for walk through of
the park is deemed important.  Please take a moment of your time to contact Ron at his e-mail
address listed on the website in order to sign yourself up.  If you do not want to officially
participate that's OK too.  All we ask is that you are aware of what is occurring in the park when
you use it, report any issues you see to the police, and do the responsible thing as a homeowner
in our fine community. - MARK REUBISH

         Taking Back the Park

Interviews are under
way for Pool

Manager. If you are
interested and
qualified, please
contact the pool

committee pronto!
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Toby Nixon has been asked by
Kirkland mayor Mary-Alyce
Burliegh to be the lead in forming
a Kingsgate Neighborhood
Association. The purpose of the
Association would be to help
facilitate the future Kirkland
annexation of Kingsgate, Finn
Hill, and north Juanita
neighborhoods. If successful, this
annexation would increase the size
of Kirkland from a population of
46,000 to 81,000. Toby will be
contacting lead people in the other
local subdivisions to join him in
this Association.  Kirkland city
staff has been directed to develop
an annexation timetable and will
be meeting with King County
officials shortly to discuss the
plan. If you have any questions
or comments concerning this
annexation, please contact Toby.

PARK/POOL CLEANUP SATURDAY APRIL 24
Every year we see the same people donating their free time to

help tidy up the park and pool area. We all have a ton of
projects to do at home, but the more bodies that help, the

sooner we can all get home to do those projects! I now make
this same pitch every year because I’m running out of

material, but I still didn’t see a lot of new faces last year.
C’mon- feel the guilt! We know other people out there make
use of these facilities. This is a great opportunity to do some
community service, meet your neighbors, and help prepare

our park and pool for the summer season. Everyone is
welcome, even if for just an hour or two (or more)! Meet at
the gazebo at 9:00 AM or as soon as you can. Come early

for donuts, coffee, juice. Pizza for lunch. All participating
homeowners will receive a $10.00 dues discount coupon.

Bring your gloves, rakes, shovels, neighbors, etc.

County Councilwomen Jane Hague and
Carolyn Edmonds have offered to meet with
us at our April meeting to discuss the traffic
situation on NE 140th. Those of us who live
north of 140th are in Carolyn’s council
district, but Jane is taking the lead because
Frost Elementary is in her district All
homeowners are welcome to attend the April
27th meeting at Toby Nixons.

Lynn Sjolund is looking for some help
at our park hiding eggs and guarding
entrances for the two Easter Egg hunts
on April 9th and April 10th. Please
give Lynn a jingle  at 814-7373  or
email dougandlynn.sjolund@gte.net
(you don’t need to know Lynn, just
introduce yourself) if you are available
to help at either of these events.


