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Next Homeowners
Association Meeting
When:  January 14th, 2003
            Tuesday  7:00 P.M.
Where: The Mullenberg Home

14014 119th Ave NE

Put your creative hats on, holiday people,
it’s time to color up the neighborhood! Dig
out all those Christmas decorations and
make your house and yard the talk of the
town!

$75, $50, and $25 prizes for the top 3
decorated houses and yards.

Last year’s winners, the Hagers, the Strums,
and the Michels will be roaming the streets
with President Toby the week before
Christmas judging this year’s creative
masterpieces, Good luck!
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  News From Around The NeighborhoodAsk Jimmy Dick
Dear Jimmy Dick:
People keep telling me

that the amount of dues we
pay to live in this neigh-
borhood is a paltry sum
compared to what we get
in return. That may be, but
I still wonder - where does
my money go? - Wonderer

Dear Wonderer: Good
question, and one that all homeowners
should wonder about. One place your money
does not go is to hard working Board mem-
bers like long time Treasurer Gerri Kirchner
who puts in countless volunteer hours for
the community and offer us these insights
as to where the money in her enlightening
article found on page three.

Dear Jimmy Dick:  My skeptical hus-
band says that the letters in your column
are made up and that people don’t really
send you dozens of letters each month which
you have to wade through. Tell me that’s
not true! By the way, I loved the photo of
you in the last issue. Did you ever do any
acting? You look a lot like that guy who
played in Meet Joe Black and the Mexican -
only cuter! - Secret Admirer

Dear Mira: People who doubt that these
letters are for real are as plentiful as those
who think I doctor my picture to make my-
self look younger or more handsome. These
people need to get their own life.

Dear Jimmy Dick: Why have the last
couple of newsletters contained inserts ad-
dressing environmental issues and the dan-
gers of chemicals and pesticides in the
neighborhood? - Weedy

Dear Weedy:  The current Board is con-
cerned with making the neighborhood safe
for everybody and the topics you mentioned
have been discussed at length at our board
meetings. Cost is always a consideration
when dealing with these issues and provid-
ing inserts to educate people was deemed
to be a cost effective way to help enlighten
people to the dangers of exposing the envi-
ronment to unneeded chemical pollution.
Please see the article authored by Park Chair
Pat Ryan on page 3 entitled ‘Park Concerns’
to read more on this issue.

Dear Jimmy Dick: What’s this I hear
about your son starring as Ichabod Crane
in the Legend of Sleepy Hollow at Juanita
High School November 7, 8, 14, 15, 16 ?
Can this be true? - Drama Queen

Dear Queenie:  And they say talent skips
a generation. Ha!

jimmy dick  -  newsletter@kingsgate.org

Well, there’s been three Homeowner’s
meetings since the last newsletter. The Au-
gust 8th Board meeting was held at the
Kingsgate Pool, the September 24th meet-
ing was held at Jill Klinge’s, and the Octo-
ber 22nd meeting was held at Brian Knerr’s.
John Mullenberg missed all three meetings.
Pat and Doug were absent in September.
Guests included homeowners Ben and Susie
Prows, Todd and Candis Brink, Ron Payne,
Darin Green, Joel Johnson, Charlie Klinge,
Kay Boyer, and Karen Knerr.

David Valleau was acknowledged for his
time on the board and Jill Klinge was intro-
duced as our new Board member. Jill will be
joining the Pool Committee and Brian Knerr
will be taking over the Vice-Presidency.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Gerri gave a summary at the October meet-

ing of the year in whole. Our payroll, with
the help of a seasoned pool manager, stayed
under budget. Water aerobics were offered
in the AM and due to its popularity, another
session was added in the evening. We were
able to replace the Big Toy this year under
budget. The remaining money was used to
resurface a portion of the walkway in the
Park.

Our liability insurance more than doubled
last year even after we looked at and con-
sidered other options.

Our park contract has increased by only
$400.00 over last year.

A large turnout for the 4th of July cel-
ebration brought in $690.00 put towards rec-
reation budget, helping the recreation group
come in under budget.

Utilities to date are under 2001 budget
by around $1,500.00 and 2000 by $500.00,
perhaps due to problems with the meter
‘undercalculating’ at the beginning of the
year, but welcome nonetheless.

Office expenses are in line with previous
years as are prepaid dues discounts.

The new annual dues for 2003 will
be $348 or $87 per quarter. Your first
quarter dues should be paid by Janu-
ary 1st. If you prepay your dues for
the year in advance, you receive a $10
discount. Call Gerri (823-1465) if you
have any questions regarding your
dues status. Also see an explanation
for the dues increase on page 3.

PARK REPORT
The path renovations cost us about

$2,500 this year - it will cost about $2,000 a
year for the next few years to continue patch-
ing the trail. Roots were dug up or cut up in
some places as well as patches applied.

The new Big Toy does not use CCAs
(copper chromium arsenic), so is nontoxic.
We should use a deck oil, not polyurethane
based otherwise it becomes a slick, fall haz-
ard.  The same goes for the timbers around
the play areas.

We discussed the horseshoe pit posing
a hazard for children running, especially in
the dark. It was suggested that we put a
cover over the stakes on chains. Also paint-
ing the poles more visibly, perhaps with
white paint or marking them with reflective
tape could help.

The Kingsgate sign at the entrance is
missing an ‘A’. We may need to get a new
one to match and replace the old one. It was
suggested that we replace the signs - maybe
only have one new sign up on the right side.
We need to come up with a renovation plan.
Maybe we could plant some rhodies on the
left side. We could also call Metro to put a
receptacle on the north side where there is a
lot of litter. They won’t come out and empty
the cans, however. It was suggested that
they will be doing lots of work in the next
year or so on 124th avenue with a new side-
walk which may affect that intersection so
maybe we should wait on any major reno-
vations. Toby will call and find out what the
plans are for that intersection.

New locks need to be appropriated for
the park. The outer gate lock has been bro-
ken and temporarily replaced.

RECREATION
We had a very successful and enjoyable

Steak Fry on September 7th in the park. Barb
Oldenburger and her staff took over for the
event this year and a good time was had by
all. See her event summary on page 3.

Toby will be leading last year’s winners
in the judging of the Holiday Lighting con-
test the week before Christmas.

Candis Brink expressed thanks to the
homeowners for allowing us to host B
champs and gave thanks to the pool staff
and committee for their event help.
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  And Furthermore...
POOL REPORT

The pool committee is working on fixing
some of the vandalized areas of the pool
house. The electric meter’s broken cover and
broken toilets have been repaired. The bro-
ken windows still need to be fixed. The
benches in the pool area are getting danger-
ous and need replacing - nails are popping
out in places. We also have a leak in the
pool pump which needs to be repaired.

Brian reported that the office is an em-
barrassment and needs a lot of work. We
need to install new cabinets and fix the place
up. New interior and commercial exterior
doors are needed as well and are being bud-
geted for next year.

The big project for this year was sup-
pose to be the pool resurfacing - this has
been carried over to be next year’s big ex-
penditure. There are four new holes in the
bottom discovered recently. Doug Sjolund
has been leading the research regarding
this, taking different bids. Along with the
resurfacing, we also will need to replace the
existing filtration system to handle the acid
buildup in the pool which attaches to the
plaster raising the acidity content above ac-
ceptable levels. Various liquid chlorine sys-
tems are being researched along with a
possible salt based system, which is much
easier on the plaster and appears to be the
wave of the future in this area.

Annual Homeowner’s dues for the year 2003 will be set at $348
a year. Treasurer Gerri Kirchner gives an explanation of where
this money goes. The entire budget will be included in the Janu-
ary newsletter with a line by line breakdown of budgeted items.

The main focus of the October board meeting was next year’s budget and setting 2003
dues. In early September, board committees submitted budget requests with anticipated
2003 spending. The board reviewed  projects completed in 2002 (the Big Toy, Tree Care,
Pool Stairs, and Walkway maintenance), performance against the 2002 budget, the commit-
tee budget requests, and recommendations from the president. Every budget item was
prioritized and debated. Changes were suggested and made where necessary.

Most categories, such as Office, Pool Payroll and Recreation, did not increase and will
remain at 2002 levels. However, two large items that require attention were the much needed
and previously postponed pool resurfacing and a substantial increase in the cost of liabil-
ity insurance. While a portion of the cost of the pool resurfacing will be paid using money
set aside in previous years, even the lowest bid left $13,000 to be paid from 2003 revenues.
In addition, as discussed in previous newsletters, our insurance costs have increased over
90% above the 2002 budget. We had budgeted $5,500 for insurance in 2002, but actual
costs were $9,300, and the latest bids indicate further increases for 2003 in the range of
20%; as a result, $11,200 was budgeted for insurance in 2003.

Other items discussed and approved for 2003 were pool house paint for $500, $2,100
toward a new pool chlorination system, pool house external doors for $6,000 (all of which
impact security and insurance costs), and $2,000 for repairs to and replacement of park
lighting (to be paid using an insurance settlement received in 2001).

The impact of the insurance rate increase on the budget was $5,700, and the proposed
increase to the overall 2003 budget is $6,000; in other words, almost all of the budget and
annual assessment increase is due to additional insurance costs. As you know, rates for all
types of insurance have been climbing this year due to the impacts of 9/11 and investment
losses on the insurance industry. Increases of this magnitude have been happening in
many segments of our community.

After a lengthy discussion, the annual dues for 2003 were unanimously approved by
the board to be set at $348 per year ($87 per quarter), which is an increase of $20 per year or
$5 per quarter over 2002 (about a 6% increase). This is well below the cap imposed by our
covenants, which is adjusted each year according to the national consumer price index.
The board recognizes and understands the impact that dues increases have on family
budgets, and is striving to keep costs under control while meeting our responsibility to
properly maintain our common areas, catch up on deferred maintenance projects, and build
a reserve to meet future capital replacement costs.

  Where Your Dues Money Goes

One Great Steak Fry!!
A big thank you to all of the people who helped put on this year’s

Steak Fry:  Buzz Anderson for the use of his sound system;  Trish
Fleming and  Anne Green for decorating and setting up; the Lindbergs
for the use of their grill; Kent Oldenburger for everything else!

We had a lot of fun telling some tall tales, getting
to know  things about each other no one could
have ever guessed and eating some sizzling good
food.  We would love to see the turnout double
next year.  If you would like to be on the Steak Fry
Committee (and who wouldn’t be?)  please call
Barb Oldenburger at 814-0577.  It is a fun event to
plan and a great way to get involved!

A concern was raised by one of our ho-
meowners in a political letter that you may
have received recently regarding concerns
about the potential presence of arsenic and
pesticide use in the park. The following will
bring you up to date on the park committee’s
action regarding this concern. Research on
the Big Toys revealed that the new struc-
ture is arsenic-free, but the old structure
may have been treated with an arsenic-con-
taining preservative. This will be addressed
by putting a coat of deck seal over the wood
parts of the older structure. Regarding the
use of pesticides, the park committee found
the contractor using only standard liquid
fertilizer and an annual spray for crane fly
on the grass, and Round-Up for spot weed
control. While Jim and Pat remain open to
other options, we are satisfied that chemi-
cal use is minimal and comparable to what
many homeowners use in their own yards.

PARK CONCERNS
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Okay, all you armchair
quarterbacks, it’s time to
show your stuff in the 2nd

annual Kingsgate 3&4
Turkey Bowl Rumble.

Pull on your sweats, get on
your cleats, and meet in the
park between 1:00 and 1:15

for a flag football battle.

    Kickoff: Sunday 1:30,
November 24th

Where: The Park
Who: Adults (21 & over)

Men & Women

Be there for the team
selections at 1:15.

Cheerleaders and fans are
welcome, too!

FOUND
Baby blue parakeet with
black and white stripes.
Call 485-1847 to claim.

Left at pool - Small
girl’s bike - purple
with white seat. Going
to Goodwill soon!
Call 820-9816 to claim.

FOR SALE
G/E Washer & Dryer
White/Heavy Duty
2 years old, great
condition, $650 OBO

Kenmore Upright Freezer
White/Locking Door
14 Cubic feet.
4 years old, great
condition, $350 OBO
Call 821-9567.


