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Gobble Gobble Gobble
I swear we just did the Holiday issue of this
newsletter! Once again, the days are getting
shorter and the temps are dropping lower. The
Halloween candy is almost gone and it’s time to
reflect and give thanks that we live in the greatest
country on the planet, in the greatest area of the
country, in the best neighborhood in the state, and
all within walking distance of Good Old Jimmy
Dick! Could things get any better? Well, I suppose
they could, but I’ll leave those New Year’s
resolutions up to you. In the meantime, there are
still a few things going on in the neighborhood that
you might want to know about...
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The Gospel according to Jimmy Dick
Dear Jimmy Dick: I come from Hawaii where I would tell you “Aloha, no spreada no caca where you

haha, mahalo” meaning make no stink where you live cuz your cohabitants will tire quickly and want you
out!! It differs just a touch from your views but I imagine similar in its intent.

Meanwhile, I have a neighbor who is stinking where I live by not finishing the exterior of his home and
yet another neighbor who continually has house guests who park, if not blocking my driveway, are parking
at the very edge of my driveway making it difficult to access my driveway particularly by the youngest
driver in my household. While it is true that calling the police and aggravating them with such petty
nonsense while they have bigger crimes to pursue is always an option, I was hoping that maybe you could
review this in your next column.

Also, is there such a thing as a “Neighborhood Garage Sale Day”????? My wife and their neighborhood
pals knocked themselves out getting ready for what they expected to be a big turnout. They hung signs
and supported each others’ sales but were disappointed to find out that the Association didn’t even
advertise the sale, in fact, didn’t even hang up flyers...Is this something that they usually do and failed to
do this year by oversight or is it a myth that they do not advertise such an event?

Lastly, my neighbor’s cat was killed by a raccoon. While you may not like cats, this pet belonged to
children and it was very upsetting. Common sense tells me that if people would stop feeding the aggres-
sive scavengers, either intentionally or unintentionally by loading up yard fountains with fish or prey, they may be easier to get rid of.

I realize that your column is kind of a joke-around light hearted attempt but in all honesty, there are a lot of us out here who would
appreciate a serious take on our interests. We take our home ownership to heart and the well being of our neighbors seriously and would
appreciate it if the Board and its newsletter publishers would attempt to do the same. Don’t get me wrong, we appreciate what you do and
the great humor that you share but every now and again it would be nice to know that our concerns were being reviewed and addressed
and not made fun of...Sincerely, KK

Dear KK: First of all, I’d like to thank you for voicing your concerns. You’ve made some great points and hit some nerves at the same
time. I hope you appreciate the fact that I printed your letter verbatim and so your concerns have been passed on to  the residents of all
300 homes in our subdivision. This newsletter is a forum for anyone living here to speak up and have their views heard. I don’t know how
long you’ve lived in Kingsgate but if you’ve been reading the newsletter for any length of time you’d know that a lot of serious topics
are discussed here and any issues brought to my attention  from any homeowners have always made it to print in the 5-plus years I’ve
been lightheartedly attempting to write this rag. My humor is not intended to make fun of people with serious complaints but to present
real issues in a way that doesn’t turn off the last twenty or so people that actually read what I have to say. So please continue to write.

In June, I wrote the following which was a light way of trying to address your concerns: The underlying messages here were not
intended to be jokes: 1) Clean up the space around you - nobody cares about what refrigerator and dryer you use to use. 2) Holiday
lights are for the holidays - don’t leave them up year-round. 3) Do talk to strangers - introduce yourself 4) Join in all your community
events - volunteer to help out whenever possible. 5) Most people basically have good hearts and mean well. Celebrate that part in your
friends and neighbors and know that they’re not happy with their weaknesses either. 6) The best humorists make fun of themselves, not
others. Don’t take yourself too seriously. 7) Don’t leave your dead cows rotting in the road (This doesn’t exactly apply here, literally,
but it sort of pertains to #1) 8) Don’t bad mouth other people - that doesn’t help you or them on life’s journey  9) Don’t dump your
personal garbage on others (this includes the dumpster in the park - it is not for personal use.) 10) Take everything in the best possible
way. You alone have a choice of how you react to people’s actions. Make the right choice.

Since I still have the microphone, let me ramble about these 10 points some more before I comment on your other issues. #1 and #7
actually address your first issue. What more is there to say? Everybody needs to make their house and yard presentable. It is part of living
in this neighborhood and it’s what you agreed to do when you moved into Kingsgate. #2 - pretty clear as well.  #3,#4,#5 - all related - and
this is where I have a bit of a question for you, KK - this has got to be one of the friendliest neighborhoods in the country - with the
numerous events surrounding the park and pool, the families in this neighborhood are very well connected. Have you talked to your
neighbor about the issues you have with him? Why would you call the police without having a friendly chat with him first? Maybe he
doesn’t even know things are bothering you. If you don’t want to talk to him directly, you can always drop a note on his porch.

But #10 is my favorite and everyone should read this carefully. I’ve seen marital relationships and great friendships fall apart in this
neighborhood because people couldn’t grasp this simple concept.  As William Arthur Ward so eloquently put, “A true friend knows your
weaknesses but shows you your strengths; feels your fears but fortifies your faith; sees your anxieties but frees your spirit; recognizes
your disabilities but emphasizes your possibilities”. We can do the same things as neighbors and friends, husbands and wives.

Okay, let me jump off this soapbox...no wonder my knee is screwed up. The Garage Sale. Mrs. Jimmy Dick and I had a garage sale on
Garage Sale Day and had tons of people come by! I’m truly sorry you didn’t have a similar response. We trade advertising for the Garage
Sale every other year with Kingsgate 1&2. This year we ran an ad in 3 papers: The Seattle Times, The Eastside Journal, and the Nickel
Want Ads. All seven of the Homeowners’ sandwiches boards were put up around the neighborhood with advertising on both sides, signs
were posted at the key entrances to the development, the event was advertised in the newsletter, and was also posted on our community
website. We posted our own personal sign at our street intersection as well.

The Jimmy Dick household went into the summer of 2004 with 3 cats. We are now down to just one. Our youngest was mauled to death
by a raccoon and our 1-year old was hit by a car and left to die in the street, found early one morning by our daughter. So I’m not
insensitive to your kitty concerns. Good advice on not making the neighborhood a desirable place for predators. Also, don’t leave cat and
dog food outside on your porch. Raccoons are not picky about whose food (or pets) they eat. jimmy dick  -  newsletter@kingsgate.org
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STUFF, STUFF, AND MORE sTUFFSTUFF, STUFF, AND MORE sTUFFSTUFF, STUFF, AND MORE sTUFFSTUFF, STUFF, AND MORE sTUFFSTUFF, STUFF, AND MORE sTUFF
Due Dee Due Dee Dues Dee
Oh, c’mon, if you put it to music and
sing along, it’s not as painful. The new
annual dues amount has been set at
$376 a year. Yeah! Still quite a bargain,
only $94 a quarter. Your first quarter
dues should be paid by January 1st.
There is a $10 annual discount if you
prepay your entire annual amount in
advance. The 2005 budget explaining
where the money is going will be
presented in the January newsletter.
Call Gerri Kirchner at 823-1465 if you
have any questions about your dues.

Board Meetings News
The pool has been successfully shut down

for the winter. The guards did a thorough
cleanup. The chlorination people will scale back
their visits during the off season and the pool
will be kept clean and running. We are going to
budget next year to provide cabinets in the pool
house to lock valuables to protect against theft.
The pool house is also undergoing a paint job
this fall. Problems with the filtration system, pool
leaks and broken underwater lights will also be
addressed during the winter. The windows will
be covered with plywood during the off-sea-
son.

The basketball lights are on again in the
evening for security reasons. A couple teens
who live in the division had their park privi-
leges suspended for a period following repeated
violations. There were numerous incidents of
illegal activities occurring in the park over the
latter part of the summer. These incidents have
slowed as of late although police were called to
the park last week to break up a fight that drew
a crowd of about 30 young teens. The Board
approved by a vote of 7-1 a proposal to insti-
tute a system of levying fines for repeated cov-
enant violations. Toby will present this new
system at the Annual Meeting in February. Pool
payroll finished under budget for the year off-
set by revenue brought in from swim lessons,
pool parties and ice cream sales. The Pool bud-
get is over for the year as anticipated due to
additional pool repairs. However, now that the
resurface is complete, it should not have to be
done again for at least seven years. Utilities are
higher than anticipated due to lower daily tem-
peratures and increased water usage (pool and
sprinkler systems). Insurance is slightly over
budget due to slight rate increases. All other
areas are below or in line with 2004 budgeted
amounts.

Window screens were fished out of the pool
recently. The pool alarm was also triggered
(about an hour ago) and the pool pump appears
to have burned out.

Residents have been challenging the right
to have RVs in their side or back yards. The
covenants are very clear - they are not allowed.
Homeowners are invited to attend the February
annual meeting if they want to discuss the is-
sue.

Steve Lindberg is still interested in heading
up a Neighborhood Watch program but would
like to address it in the spring when park usage
picks up again.

The Board members discussed installing
web cams in the park to monitor crime. Unfortu-
nately, this system would not be cheap and has

Have you seen on TV or read in the
paper that we need to be keeping the
drains on the street clean? Well, I walk
my dog through the neighborhood and
I can’t believe what I see!! It almost
seems as though people are blowing
the needles and leaves right to the
drains and leaving it for the street
sweeper. Stop being so lazy and clean
it up!!! Otherwise we will have flooded
streets. Also, I remember reading about
the grass people grow in there side-
walks. Right’s up with that?

Have you seen on TV or read in
the paper that we need to be keeping
the drains on the street clean? Well, I
walk my dog through the neighbor-
hood and I can’t believe what I see!!
It almost seems as though people are
blowing the needles and leaves right
to the drains and leaving it for the
street sweeper. Stop being so lazy
and clean it up!!! Otherwise we will
have flooded streets. Also, I remem-
ber reading about the grass people
grow in there sidewalks. What’s up
with that? - Wondering Neighbor

Steak Fry Recap
OK, I’m making this up from my bad
memory because my on-the-spot
reporter missed the newspaper
deadline. I know I went to the Steak
Fry and seeing about 30-40 other
people. I remember eating a nice steak
which Buzz Anderson cooked
perfectly for me. I remember having a
beverage or two that my wife got for
me. I think I had a salad that my friend
Gail (#1) got for me and a dessert
which Terri got for me. Then the
Really Bad Band rocked us for awhile.
All in all it was another fine event set
up by Barb Oldenburger. I’ve heard
rumors that they might shake things
up a little for next year’s event. If you
have any ideas, be sure to let our
Recreation Chair DeLynn Todaro
know. She is always looking for new
ways to bring people in the
neighborhood together in fun ways.

been shelved for the time being.
Outstanding dues reminders were sent

recently. The 2005 Annual Dues bill will
be sent soon reflecting about a 5% in-
crease approved by the Board in accor-
dance with Association guidelines. The
November meeting which was also at-
tended by Candis Brink and Jeanette
Stevens involved a lot of discussion
about the budget for 2005 and led to the
raising of dues up to $376 annually.

There were complaints about orga-
nized team sports in the park near the end
of summer. This practice is a liability to
the Association and is not allowed.

Swim committee members Kathy Baba
and Jeanette Stevens, although still very
active with swim team, have resigned
from the pool committee. Anyone inter-
ested in helping out on this committee or
in any other area are encouraged to con-
tact the Board. There will be at least one
Board position open in February.

An annexation meeting was held on
September 30th at the Kingsgate library.
Residents who wish to get more informa-
tion can subscribe to the listserve on an-
nexation info at www.ci.kirkland.wa.us or
at the Municipal Research Service Center
at www.mrsc.org.

As many of you have heard, Sno-King
Amateur Hockey Association, Inc. has
signed a 25 year lease with the Caribbean
Casino to build a full-service casino in a
portion of the existing Bingo Hall build-
ing. This facility will be advertised as a
“state of the art gaming facility which will
be the first of its kind in the Kirkland/
Totem Lake area”. “The renovation... will
make SnoKing Amateur Hockey Bingo the
premiere Bingo gaming destination in the
Seattle area”. Apparently both Kingsgate
5 and High Woodlands Associations have
taken a formal stand against the casino.
Our Board feels that all members should
be free to choose for themselves and it
isn’t the Board’s place to take a formal
position one way or another. However, a
couple homeowners have asked that we
circulate the following website:
www.stopneighborhoodcasinos. com/
petition.htm which voices opposition to
the casino while discussing arguments
for and against.

The lights on 144th Street are finally
in place and working. That’s great to see.
Construction continues on 124th Avenue.



H i g h l a n d s • 3  &  4
11913 N.E. 142nd Place, #7
Kirkland, WA 98034-1454

Prsrt Std
U.S. Postage

PAID
Kirkland, WA

Permit No. 197

4

Yardcare Equipment
Problems?

Need some overdue TLC?
I can help!

Certified small engine mechanic
right in your neighborhood. Very
reasonable rates (gas powered

only please) Call Dave 814-1358

Time to get out the rickety old ladder and jam as many
lights up on your roof, gutters, trees and shrubs as

possible! The Holiday Lighting Contest is underway!!
Many homeowners will be out the weekend after

Thanksgiving, some earlier, putting out their cherished
decorations. Last year, the judging changed a bit and

included signs displayed in the
winning homes’ yards along with the
$75, $50 and $25 cash prizes. This
year the judging will be on lights,

creativity, and daytime appearance.
Judges will be out on Sunday

December 19th. Have fun decorating
and have a wonderful holiday season!

The Annual Board Meeting
will be held at the Robert
Frost Library on February

15th at 7:00.  This meeting is
for all homeowners in
Kingsgate 3&4. Three
board positions will be
voted on at this time.

Please mark this date on
your calendar.


