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Hopefully, all your clocks have been turned 
back and you�re past the Halloween candy 

stomach ache stage. Time to start dreaming of 
that dark turkey meat and pumpkin pie. The 

August Steak Fry marked the close to an 
exciting summer as we inch closer to the festive 
holiday season. The new budget for 2006 is in 

the works along with improvement plans for the 
new year.  And there�s some good news 
concerning the annual dues increase... 

The Holiday Decoration Judges will be 
making their rounds on Sunday, December 
18th so start pulling those old decoration 

boxes out of the cellar. The Annual 
Homeowners Meeting is slated for February 
28th at Robert Frost. There will be 4 Board 
position open for re-election at that time, so 
if you or someone you know is interested in 
serving a term on the Homeowners� Board, 

please let your intentions be known. 
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Ask Jimmy Dick 
Dear Jimmy Dick: 
I have lived in Kingsgate for 93 

years now. I was here back in 1912 
when it was mostly trees and a lot 
of wild animals like slugs and buf-
falo. We had our first Easter Egg 
hunt in 1919  and participated in 
the first Steak Fry back in 1923 
when we hunted our own meat (I 
still hate slug). We didn�t have no 
DJ back then but we did sing songs just like you young- 
uns. We had the first July 4th parade in 1927 and I served 
moonshine that I brewed myself up in an old still near 
where the swim pool is now. My point is, we�ve had these 
same three events for so long, can�t we come up with 
something new? And by the way, did you get some plastic 
surgery or something. I saw you at the Steak Fry. Please 
run a current photo so others can see.  - Mr. Oldtimer 

Dear OldTimes: I feel your pain. In fact, after my ill- 
advised plastic surgery, I�m feeling a lot of pain. The doc 
says the skin will loosen in time and I�ll look more myself. 

Your suggestion to maybe add or modernize our social 
events was discussed at the last board meeting and the 
recreation committee is open to any suggestions. Move 
the Steak Fry up to June? Have a Texas Hold �Em swim 
team fund-raiser tournament in the park? Please, send in 
your suggestions to this reporter and I will personally see 
that your brilliant ideas get reviewed. 

jimmydick - newsletter@kingsgate.org 

Udder Noose Briefs Uv InTrust 

Annual Assessment Unchanged For 2006 

We should have between $5,000 
and $6,000 left over to start building 
capital reserves at the end of the year 
after paying off our outstanding loan. 
We have been trying to reach this point 
for some time and barring disaster, 2006 
could be the year we do it. The total 
unpaid dues is very low this year. 

Rob and Brad reported that they 
have purchased two new pool covers. 
These are wrapped and stored for the 
winter. The boiler still has some life 
left in it, but we should think about 
replacing in the not too distant future. 
The water pump will be greased and 
run periodically during the off season 
as part of the winter maintenance. The 
new pool doors won�t be replaced un-
til next year. Other pool plans include 
possibly replacing the hot water tank, 
possibly purchasing a �tankless wa-
ter heater� to save on energy costs, 
installing some new lifeguard stands 
and new pool furniture. 

Other park improvements were dis-
cussed. The ongoing pathway repav-
ing project needs to continue. A plan 
to build  an enclosure around the 
dumpster was discussed. The gazebo 
lights need to be repaired. Striping of 
the parking lot with some handicapped 
spots was suggested. 

The Board is pleased to report that at our meeting on October 25, we 
decided to keep the annual assessment (dues) for the Association at the 
same level for 2006 that they were in 2005. This is the first time in several 
years that we've not had an increase, and is a departure from the policy the 
board previously established of adjusting the dues each year to keep up 
with inflation. 

Why aren't the dues being increased this year? For the first time in 
many years, we do not face a major capital project, such as pool resurfacing, 
a new "big toy" for the playground, fence replacement, or major remodeling 
of the pool house. Our debt from previous major projects has been paid off. 
While we do anticipate some increases in labor, insurance and utility costs, 
we do not expect those increases to be as large as in recent years. 

The board continues to have a goal of building capital reserves so 
that it will not be necessary to go into debt to pay for future maintenance or 
replacement of facilities and equipment. If the costs for 2006 do not exceed 
expectations, we should be able to place about $10,000 into a reserve ac-
count. If we can do this in each of the next several years, we will be in good 
shape to meet ongoing maintenance and replacement needs without having 
to take out another loan or ask you to support a special assessment. 

We're all facing higher costs for such things as gasoline and health 
care, and we hope that keeping the dues unchanged for the next year will 
help with your family budget. If we continue to have the great volunteer 
help we've had at Park and Pool Cleanup and other opportunities during the 
year, then we can hold down our expenses and continue to limit future dues 
increases to no more than necessary to deal with inflation. 

The Steak Fry once again was a nice success.  Given 
the fear of inclement weather, there wasn�t a huge turnout, 
but those in attendance had a great time. The weather 
actually held out for us and it was nice to be able to have 
one last celebration before hibernating for the winter. 

 The Mexican theme was bright and cheerful. The din-
ner brought in about 40 homeowners each with their own 
version of aromatic meat sizzling away to cooked perfec-
tion on one of two industrial sized grills. Caesar salad, 
potato salad and rolls with butter were offered as accom-
paniments followed by apple crumb cheesecake. Libations 
were diverse and widely enjoyed. 

The singing was fantastic. With DJ Steve spinning the 
discs, you could close your eyes and swear you were 
there with Frank Sinatra... Ricky Nelson... Don McLean... 
Jerry Lee Lewis... the B�52s. What wonderful voices came 
from the Karaoke! Victoria Gray, attending her first Steak 
Fry, won a $50 gift certificate for being the first brave soul 
to get up and sing. That opened the floodgates for Rob 
Fountain, Brad Poulin, Jim Guenser, Mary Beth Williams 
and a chorus of background Pips. Long-time homeowner 
Don Burns, who has never missed a steak fry,  moved us 
with a beautiful Sinatra love song to his wife Paulie. 

What a great night we all had.  If you haven't been to 
this great event in some time, I suggest you check it out 
next year.  Maybe we'll all find out what a great singer you 
are and launch that new career for you. Thanks to the 
planning and decorating of  Delynn Todaro and Kristen 
Sweigert and the other helpers including Marilyn Ranniger, 
Bill Todaro, Al Kirchner and David Washam. 

Steak Fry Recap 

Joan 
watered 
plants 
manually 
during the 
summer 
while the 
sprinkler 
system was on the fritz. Ron has 
made arrangements to get the sys-
tem fixed. Zach Payne has been do-
ing various maintenance work 
around the park and pool. The 
board discussed having neighbor-
hood kids help with the landscap-
ing needs to help reduce the yearly 
maintenance costs. A cost study 
will be done to determine the feasi-
bility of going forward with this 
idea.. 

Brian Knerr reported on cov-
enant violations in the hood. There 
was a list of 14 homes in some sort 
of violation and these have all been 
contacted, some multiple times, with 
varying degrees of compliance. The 
new fine process (see page 3) will 
be starting on 5 of these homes. 
Definitely not the most fun part of 
being on the board. Shocking that 
Brian is calling it quits after his term 
is up in February... 
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The holidays are here!!!  Once again we will be 
celebrating (and awarding cash prizes) to those 

neighbors who decorate the outsides of their homes 
with lights and Other holiday delights.  The winners 
from last year will be cruising the hood on Sunday 
December 18 to do the official judging.  They�ll be 
judging on creativity, themes, as well as how the 

house looks during the day and at night.  This is 
always a lot of fun for the judges and contestants, 
win or lose.  Signs will be posted in the winners� yards 
for all to see.  So Pull out the big ladder, get up on 
your roof and knock yourself out!!  (not literally). 

If you have any plants that you 
would like to donate to the 
Park, please contact Joan 

Hartlein at 821-6296. Joan has 
tasked herself 
with sprucing 
up the park 
and can use 

your 
donations. 
Thanks! 

Home computer 
on the fritz? Call 

Nathan for a 
quick fix! 
820-2897 

The new annual dues amount for 
2006 is the same as the previous 

annual dues amount for 2005. This 
makes you happy. Buy your wife 
flowers. And send your dues in by 

January 1st. $376 for the year, $94 a 
quarter. If you prepay the entire 

amount, you can take $10 off the 
top. What a deal. Please call Gerri if 
you have any questions - 823-1465. 


